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NOTICE 


The Industry and Merchandising Division of the Bureau of Statistics collects and 
compiles figures on (a) the primary.industries in Canada — mining, forestry, and fishing; 
(b) manufacturing; (c) construction; and (d) merchandising and services. 


For the purpose of annual compilation and publication, reports on merchandising and 
services have been classified as follows: 


Part I — Wholesale Statistics 


Wholesale Trade, 25¢. 

Operating Results of Food Wholesalers, 25¢. 

Operating Results of Dry Goods, Piece Goods, and Footwear Wholesalers, 25¢. 

Operating Results of Miscellaneous Wholesalers (automotive equipment, drugs, 
hardware, plumbing and heating equipment), 25¢. 
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Part I! — Retail Statistics 


Genera] Review, 25¢. 

Retail Trade, 50¢, 

Retai] Chain Stores, 50¢. 

Operating Results of Chain Food Stores, 25¢. 

Operating Results of Chain Clothing Stores, 25¢, 

Operating Results of Miscellaneous Chain Stores (variety, drug, furniture), 25¢. 
Operating Results of Retail Food Stores, 25¢. 

Operating Results of Retail Clothing Stores, 25¢. 

Operating Results of Retai] Hardware, Furniture, Appliance, and. Radio Stores,25¢. 
Operating Results of Filling Stations and Garages, 25¢. 

Operating Results of Miscellaneous Retail Stores, 25¢. 

Retail Consumer Credit, 25¢. 
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Part Il — Services and Special Fields 


Laundries, Cleaners and Dyers, 25¢. 

Motion Picture Theatres, Exhibitors, and Distributors, 25¢, 
Hotels, 25¢. 

Sales Financing, 25¢. 

Farm Implement and Equipment Sales, 25¢. 

New Motor Vehicle Sales and Motor Vehicle Financing, 25¢. 
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The reports are punched to permit of filing in a ring binder. 


* Biennial] reports — not issued for 1950. 
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GENERAL REVIEW OF RETAIL STATISTICS 
1950 


INTRODUCTION 


A complete survey of retail trade is made once 
every ten years as part of the Census of Canada. 
The first attempt to carry out a complete survey of 
distribution was made in 1924 from the 1921 Census 
listing. This study was somewhat curtailed and the 
1930 Census of Merchandising and Service Estab- 
lishments was actually the first complete survey of 
trading establishments. This was repeated in 1941. 
In the intervening years, estimates of certain phases 
of retail trade are made, most of which are produced 
from a sample reporting panel. No attempt is made to 
estimate the number of retail stores. Retail sales 
are estimated each month from the results of the 
sample and presented by provinces for 20 specified 
trades and an all-trade total. Proper consideration 
in estimating is given to size of business and to 
chains aS compared with independent stores. The 
appendix to the annual retail trade report outlines 
the methods used in estimating retail sales (Vol. 4 
Part 11 Page F30). 


In addition to total retail trade, a special sur- 
vey is made annually of all known retail chain store 
firms. Information on number of stores, sales, 
stocks, salaries, and accounts outstanding is 
published, and more detailed tabulation is made for 
certain major trades. 


Another phase of retail trade is measured by a 
Separate quarterly survey on retail consumer credit. 
Retail sales for 13 major credit granting trades 
are broken down into three segments-cash, in- 
stalment and charge. Accounts outstanding at the 
end of the periods are shown in the form of dollar 
estimates for both the instalment and charge type of 
credit. These data are also summarized into an 
annual report on retail consumer credit. 


The biennial survey of operating results provid- 
es data on profit and loss items. Independent retail 
stores in twenty trades were surveyed for profit and 
loss and balance sheet data for 1948 and again for 
1950 business operations. In the alternate years a 
similar study, excluding balance sheet data, is 
made for 10 retail chain store trades and 10 major 
wholesale trades. 


This bulletin reviews the series of annual 
reports on retail trade compiled and published by 
the Bureau. In addition to the annual bulletins, 
other monthly series on retail trade are published. 
These include Retail Trade, Chain Store Sales and 
Stocks, and Department Store Sales and Stocks. A 
weekly release of percentage changes in department 
store sales by provinces is also published. 


RETAIL TRADE — 1950 


Total estimated retail trade in 1950 reached a 
high of $9,467,400,000 or a gain of 12% over the 
1949 total of $8,427,900,000. Retail trade in 1941 
totalled $3,436,800,000. Sales of motor vehicle 
dealers were greater than those of any other in- 
dividual trade and, at $1,553,700,000 compared 
with $1,030,500,000 in 1949, accounted for half of 
the overall dollar increase from 1949 to 1950. 


Grocery and combination stores were the second 
largest trade with estimated sales in 1950 of 
$1,450,600,000. The following table shows total 
sales by provinces for 1941, 1948-1950. In this 
series, figures for Newfoundland are not included 
and sales for the three maritime provinces are 
combined. 


TABLE 1. Retail Sales by Provinces 1941, 1948-1950 
(in millions of dollars) 


Province 
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Sales of twenty selected trades and ‘‘all other 
trades’’ are shown. The latter category includes 
some classifications, large in dollar value of sales, 


such as government liquor stores, farm implement 
dealers, etc. The 1950 sales by kind of business 
and province are shown in the following table. 


TABLE 2. Estimated Retail Trade — By Provinces and Kinds of Business, 1950 
(in thousands of dollars) 


Kind of business or store Canada! een ise Quebec Ontario | Manitoba cece Alberta ay 
r | q 

TOTAL, ALL TRADES .... | 9, 467,400 | 654,480 | 2, 205, 150 | 3, 643, 910 | 606, 250 | 548, 900 | 747, 690 | 1, 061, 020 
Grocery and Combination ...... 1,450,610 | 119,580 426, 110 577,020 | 61,880] 50,430] 78,300 137, 290 
MeatvAL GAM Ae A tatamennen 182,040 4, 660 52, 240 63, 760 Ta270 8, 220>\), 4155580 30, 310 
Country General caseasesveds sons 474,420 | 59, 800 100, 760 93,850 | 38,290 | 79,300 | 66,740 35, 680 
De Partinent its. .htccccesacacceleres 872,380 | 62, 600 139, 620 325,090 | 130,410 | 42,520} 59,180 112, 960 
Varietian anche reise ceety ener 170,330 | 17,660 49, 860 78,610 4, 220 4, 650 7, 810 (Rep) 
Motor Veni les tease tere rare 1,553,680 | 96,090 336, 460 559, 210 | 101,940 | 107,580 | 95,580 256, 820 
Garage and Filling Station.... | 498,030 | 34,040 111, 200 212,680 | 28,300 | 33,560] 35,960 42, 290 
Bence ClOb MING a cccacetsereercatss 171,570 | 12,030 38, 670 80, 810 71.530 5,860 | 11,420 15, 250 
Family Slothitie 622. -.ccsc.ccct tes 160,510 | 17,820 50, 590 50,710 6,020 | 11,070 7,920 16, 380 
Women’s Clothing Xa oh 161,110 | 10,940 46, 690 54, 150 5,950 7,640 | 12,390 23, 350 
SHGo ment arene teeter) 92, 660 8, 100 2 NO 41,520 2. 690 1, 690 3,940 7,610 
Hatdwate:..catuiseeseiaat a 198,110 | 11,240 45, 440 65,620 | 11,990] 14,680] 29,540 19, 600 
Lumber and Building Material.| 348,930 7, 330 40, 190 158,870 | 37,270 | 30,870 | 41,330 33,070 
FO VMICUIG civer sot ccccectet ratte ose 159,570 8, 240 48,780 70, 720 4,070 27720 9, 180 15, 860 
Appliance and Radio .........00. 144, 910 9. 780 37, 010 66, 040 5, 540 3,620 | 11, 320 11, 600 
PUCSUN NENG couse cvctsctart tectereeesciss 339,480 | 14,750 68, 400 137,330 | 26,490; 17,070} 32,450 42,990 
Coal and Wodd 2 2Se8.cudtas 194,270 | 12,050 46, 230 100, 660 | 14,230 9, 220 1, 300 10, 580 
0) geet ee OY iy 208,080 | 17,100 41,930 90,480 | 13,580} 10,440] 13,890 20, 660 
DOME Mery esa v sate tuaer tests cee 78,930 6, 100 20, 580 30, 480 4,390 2, 420 5, 300 9, 660 
SG of Royce ety epee PP ree cen 80,870 3,190 20,590 42, 640 1,250 2re20 3,040 7,840 
sects sthantersetdanieeenrecounl GOCE | diate oa) 456, 690 743,660 | 92,940 | 103,020 | 205,520 203, 700 


j. Canada totals do not include Newfoundland, North West Territories and Yukon figures. 


Department Stores 


Because of their importance in the field of 
retail trade, special studies are made of department 
store sales. Information is collected and published 
on weekly sales, by provinces; preliminary monthly 
sales are published, and final monthly sales and 
stocks on a departmental breakdown are also 
published. An annual summary of department store 
sales and stocks is not published as a separate 


bulletin. However, the importance of this trade 
warrants a review of the 1950 department store 
sales. 

The 1950 results are shown for 18 departments. 
Current statistics on department stores show sales 
and stocks for 30 departments. Reports on this 
break-down into 30 departments began with January 
1951; 
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TABLE 3. Department Store Sales By Provinces 1949 and 1950 


% Change 
1950/1949 


Province 


$000 


$’000 


eS MEN Mercier eects scn anced se end Pir naan Cols fey iu Beat™s cni Waen Ghana bebonnvsui seit ysaads 855, 488 872,977 +2.0 
aR CEEOL ooo oe ova och du saluivachoca acess ek gens vesengeriwadhcadeinasioecrasoclin dace 63, 752 62,742 Sas 
DRI ee aeons ccc ccos Sse 2cs trode on svarsnnssaecsncisovasieweadiateaveeeadaseransaseegceis 135, 119 139, 745 +3.4 
CSE soc, Spree A ee 320, 118 324, 836 +1.5 
Nc oN le 55 anna dnc di ahcnipldessan Oocyuce sgvobupecanueeevetoan’ 126, 035 130, 517 +3.6 
Poet Pe SPAIN aa cot P ers soa fnch'na cepasannsusvadi-oescVec as ssavvens dhvopsisceselichedesccwecseacevees 44,773 42,545 -5.0 
PNM ME MME 3s crc ca tate tev ce cocps ott reek po oveskccaso:eSveh soseceseencancassostecinaénsescodscesett 56, 546 59, 219 +4.7 
CEES) OST RVRVIEETG) CG COO SUES SS or Se 109, 145 113, 373 +3.9 


TABLE 4. Department Store Sales by Selected Departments 1949 and 1950 


h 

% Change 

Department 1950/1949 
1949 1950 


$’000 $’000 % 
TODAT PAT DE PAE MEINUS 5. :stssddsseseseucscocscssccccssasstanessseosavens senses 855, 488 872, 977 + 2.0 
Women’s and childrens’ apparel-(Sub-total) ............ccccscccecsseeseesserseeeeeenees 209, 432 _ 210, 128 Fea ex 
NIGINEMESECTESS ES BCOALSSTANGLSUILGS, ccctecnovsnceeschectoe sect estoonte ste scssedecosvneese 103,181 98, 669 - 4.4 
eran emi N CU UTALATNG HS WE AI tes .se hss aetes cvceZouscseccecs ch ctsssosenccccensass thesesscsecasesiaa 35, 676 38, 491 + 7.9 
BASIC TYP ATMUM SLO VCS ete cetese: oss excise ceases cts cocsuescosase cocoa ncscacesc consoneesbcavectecectoss 21,767 29,071 + 4.7 
MBIT EPETVOTATICUC OLS USittaceccenests cect seas ie asia ceca dcoserecctosdt theres dtetee star deverescvseicus ses 33, 900 34,995 ss bap 
YEU UU th OT Van eee MRC eo nc as coe cons cocorscctsesssccouccevtscescnsveeabotcucanseeesccercsexssccecsests 8, 908 8,902 (bead 
Men Sand DOV s CLOLDINg ANd LUPNISHINGS) sr.cccset-ssoeeccrrseunecacerssstveoseesesreeces 95,759 99, 830 + 4.3 
DUS LOL CLEarULCleS ANIC LPO DATALIONS . ccccvsececovecussecsess edeerstestetovsnss cvcdsveve 19, 822 20, 358 + 2.7 
TES CORE OOU Mere rena nee tae ta nsk ec cacacetas cocescccccstecedevonseddssasassecsoaansbcbensdacascesosssonssssrane 60, 434 58,421 = eo 
SSL WEL mpemeeeammnntneettats cae, ce cine esse pcceescastancrecbocsonsoessgendneppoacstuncnserressdecersescenses 26,379 26, 508 40s O 
pert 
BESTOP ER LHCLE Ct OL OCC US a. cactrtsscsessvecessancceccvcssserevedeveoss vcssseervessconseneosentenels 56, 790 58,902 S37 
Furniture (including mattresses and springs) 54, 210 54, 669 + 0.8 
fate ip 
BAOIE TULTITSULITCS ory specarcssrarcrsvarcsnceserseorsrsconstavensecccorecserssresenenssessceseneessorsoenens 64, 217 65, 946 2 
‘pm 
Household appliances and electrical supplies 37,400 44, 231 18.3 
’ 1.0 
Hardware and Kitchen utensils .......ccccccsscccsscessersssccsscsosccssnescccccovsanesossesee 37, 847 38, 217 a 
; , 287 - 1.8 
Radios, musical instruments and SUPPLi€S .....cesceccessccensersnersseneserereneeens 13,524 13, 28 
60, 097 + 4.4 
Shoes and other fOOCWEAL ....cccccsecccccvcessscverecerecceseeeevesenensessenseeseessssauecsersanees STOUT 
: : 14, 886 + 0.2 
YVStationery, DOOKS, ANd MAGAZINES .....c.ccccssssrceccerecceseeeseserererenseaesseeseesereeners 14, 862 
107, 235 107, 497 + 0.2 


All other departments, Total .........sccccccsersessecscssesreceeeserenssesenenanesscsnenenesens 
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Chain Stores 


Chain stores are defined by the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics as the operation of four or more 
retail stores under the same ownership and carrying 
on the same or similar kinds of business. While 
chain stores are included in the store sample used 
in estimating monthly and annual retail sales, a 
separate survey is made each year of all known 
retail chains. Data on salaries and wages, accounts 


outstanding and stocks on hand are obtained in 
addition to sales. A listing of individual stores with 
sales for each is also secured from the annual 
reports submitted. 


The growth of retail chain stores is clearly 
shown in Tables 5 and 6. 


TABLE 5. Retail Chain Store Sales — By Provinces, 1941—1949—1950 


Province 


GUC D OC Ae etic cecacscanscnnbaccocetr oem erewets Geese ehooaes ss ATM Teen eae 


CONG ET OMrescceeescs ss tececssesechcc es asener cae ee eecse eae eee 


AKO nga PN WiUwcorccerees coceescc ces crestea tices teteebes tocce nee ee 


PANADAPT OTA Dore isis. sa oinss oovcctexonttamatensskneeeeeee 


Chain stores were first surveyed as part of the 
Decennial Census of 1930. In that year total sales 
amountedto $487,336,000 compared with $639, 210,400 
in 1941 and $1,559,693,100 in 1950. The devel- 
opment of the super market type of store (especially 
in the food field) during this period is evidenced by 
the average sales per store. The all chain average 
increased from $60,187 in 1930 to $217, 986 in 
1950. Food chains, where this development was 


1941 1949 1950 
$ $ 

1,010,800 1, 305, 300 3, 488, 100 
32,214, 400 56, 947, 000 57,946, 800 
19, 762, 100 43,046, 700 44, 398, 300 
131, 225, 900 283, 387, 500 318,377,500 
293, 671,300 641, 303, 800 722, 837, 900 
27,377, 400 68, 392, 300 72, 577, 900 
32,458, 600 71,811,100 72; 632, 800 
36, 071, 200 96, 711,900 107,180, 700 
63,925, 100 152, 333, 800 154,973, 700 
1, 493, 600 4,841, 400 5, 279, 400 
639, 210, 400 1, 420, 080, 800 1, 559, 693, 100 


most pronounced, showed average sales per store of 
$57,521 in 1930 compared with $439,329 in 1950. 


Summary statistics of retail chains for the 
years 1930 to 1950 are presented in Table 6 and 
principal statistics for 1950 by kinds of business in 
Table 7. More detail on certain specific trades is 
contained in the annual report on Retail Chains. 


TABLE 6. 


Year 


PO eer erererererssesocese 


Pee er eeererereserocccere 


Pere ereceresesscescseccs 


Pee creer erereresccose 


Seem eererosesesesecocose 


Pe reccraresesoresesosoce 


Be eer eroccserorssescccce 


FOr eesroreronesevosevcce 


fer e eros crerevesessvose 


See ercceceresesescvocese 


Ser ererosererceceocesose 


Ore e scores erereresecace 


Cee ceceresereresesesere 


Ore rere roreresesesssoce 


Sere cerercresererevesese 


FORO nme e eraser erererere 


Tere eee rererererererese 


FOO meme eee eneeeeeeeee 


Aan eee nme ereresenererese 


FOR e ere aren ener ereee 


1. Obtained by averaging the number at the beginning, 


2. Not available. 
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Summary Statistics of Retail Chain Stores in Canada, 1930-1950 


Number of 
stores 


Total sales 


Salaries and 
wages paid 
to store 
employees 


Accounts 
outstanding 
at year end 


Max- 


Aver- 
1 | imum 


age 


Amount Stores 


487, 336,000} 60, 187| 50,404, 900 


60, 457, 200 


434, 199, 700} 53,029 


2 2 


360, 806, 200 


44, 732 


2 2 


328, 902,600} 41,633 


34, 820, 600 43,995, 100 


347,186, 100| 44,488] 34,510, 900 40, 962, 600 


364, 129, 800} 47, 499 


36, 382, 000 


30, 188, 700) 42,796, 200 


394, 935,000} 52,047) 38, 603, 000) 31, 430,400} 44, 258, 000 


414, 133, 300 | 56,375] 39, 289, 500) 33, 526, 200| 48,550, 700 


414, 448, 300 


40, 368, 400 


37,073, 700] 48, 617, 300 


06, 342 


432,026, 100| 59,879! 41, 427, 800 


53, 167, 700 


35, 942, 800 


43, 229, 700} 62,634, 500 


508, 553,900} 71,316) 46, 462, 300 


38, 376, 100| 68,619, 200 


639, 210,400} 83, 864) 57, 777, 200 


687, 447,400] 98,067) 57,653,700 2 66, 939, 700 


703, 950, 000/ 103, 827| 58, 804, 000} 15, 526,900} 67,628, 000 


63, 299, 700] 15,093,000} 66,943, 500 


769, 643, 200| 117, 324 


68, 196, 400| 16, 368, 500| 68, 246, 800 


876, 209, 000] 133, 162 


6,705 


19, 642, 600] 85, 345, 200 


154,725) 77,474, 400 


6, 743] 1,014, 846, 700 


31, 492, 500} 105, 040, 500 


175, 301} 91, 265, 800 


6,962} 1,177, 322, 700 


195, 827) 107, 450, 200| 40, 378, 300| 119, 132, 000 


7, 152) 1, 335, 735, 100 


115, 902, 900} 50, 001, 200} 123, 696, 400 


7, 123] 1,420, 080, 800| 207, 645 


65, 000, 500} 159, 082, 900 


217, 986) 129, 334, 200 


7,155] 7,483] 1, 559, 693, 100 


middle and end of the year. 


Stocks on hand at 
year end 


Warehouses 


2 


13, 768, 100 


12, 265, 900 
14, 631, 500 
12, 280, 000 
12,623, 200 


15, 915, 600 


17, 621, 700 
20, 975, 600 
22, 633, 400 
22, 602, 500 


21, 854, 900 


29, 013, 100 
37, 436, 400 
43, 546, 000 
46, 330, 300 
46,755, 400 


60, 501, 400 
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TABLE 7. Principal Statistics of Retail Chain Stores in Canada, 1950 by Kinds of Business 


Number of stores 
Kind of business 


Maximum 


Vv e 
No. Averag 


Voi Dobe 5 AUT CHV ea arn eos oes ee sees ese aaa b os eC ea Taos 7,155 7,483 

2 BOOd Group; Cota es Ae esc csessc hence cena e eae see ee ae aes neta cte ee anes 72 ea 23 1, 635 

3 Bakery productrdealersicccecssccsrecccessencceters PET Ui coascnsdetecostecsdccececsors seavevase 10 162 Wis 
4:|- ‘Candy and confectionery StOreS: ...<.<scccscsearesase<scates seceaceaes tastes eoseseastonere 10 175 186 

i) GIOCEFY; SLOTES) <.cerececssecuces aaatneseedscavscvascceeerscsavascevetoccees desscesdsesseress Saeeseuees 10 230 244 
6 Combination Stores .a..ccccccccee Suesaeaskessess socdeusssserenctocecadusseseoaeocecavecescatenetare 29 879 947 
7 Meat market .....ccssecee Ro usensese A deed sndeasudeeudcsscecectocdosuce copesncaccesssdssovecasecsuseesses 9 53 59 
8 Other fOOMESCOLESE soc.cksccscvevccveucesceocsscccecccnetecncucceesccececersobedctescscsecressesd aaes 4 24 26 
9 |Country General Stores ..........ccse00 awanldeancaeessesectoes dees seatevavalesacusstbesssessiniesteee 16 126 127 
LO |General Merchandise Group, total ..........ccccccccccscssscvccscccevscscescsscevesssevocececs 24 639 659 
11 Dry goods and general MerchandiSe SOLES ...cccccccscrsrsrccccsccresssccssccess sees 8 719 80 
Le Variety, 5-10-15¢ to-a-dollar Store ......cccssscccens Eh uedccesacdescoceteeacaversessceres 16 560 579 
13 | AUtOMOLIVE Group, tOtal.........c.ccccccscsccccssccccsvercccees wdustocesavecdcssrucevonesectrsectees 11 117 122 
14 Motors VehiGlesdeGalersi-idicsssicccessconsonteccevencoceecscestevecovcssescteessoccstssacoussseaes 9) Sil oO 
15 Filling sStatlons cecscccssscsereveranscetes Sacccesecsts aucascsseussaaccencsacrces Seas ergcusdscsesasersss 4 56 61 
16 Other automotive acceSSorieS StOTES cacsecscorcceee Sacoabsostesscsssevsecccesenesscasaes 2, 24 24 
17 | Apparel. Group, Cotas c.cckicesccccteeccnsccevtoscsases sseseavoueovesesverscesse sdessegetvetenstetavace 112 1,307 1,383 
18 Men’s and boys’ Clothing and furniShings Stores......ccccccccsscssccocssssceees 18 158 ial 
19 HamiPlyrClOCMIN Ga SUOLe'Sicossecareceraccectcecasaccetsecevececetecceescceees deaveast Saececenceuess a 22 142 os 
20 Women’s apparel and ACCeESSOLIES StOLES cscccccccccscccccesesccecesccsrecececcsecers 40 458 485 
21 SIO GUSTONOS! ccccncsececsecceres cesrereeccsncecerone cnc seteeaeers Cuneee rote eeneane cebax cease ncnaeeeusees 32 549 574 
22 | Building MaterialS Group, total: c.....cccccsccesssecoossscccsecccessscccccscseosvarsoucvscsscuse 43 813 823 
23 TRATO WANE VSUONOS: eccstcceccecechassecs sccatsesseocetccecsscsossecceccececsvecess ronsovencstedeseeesscvse 9 49 49 
24 Lumber and building matertal dealers ........... sbadencacvevecsysoutebocnsemseeees sees 28 716 725 
25 Paint; varnish) and! wallpaper Stone Si.ctescsssercerecccsscsssssccseeconeenorereesececees 6 48 49 
26 | Furniture-Household-Radio Group, total ...........cccccssesses ievhesscouscsserecsnes eens 39 492 516 
PAL ( PULNITURE “SLOPES ercncececsocdesssvcctnscntcsercrecccsctosteeecocereterctacaressccsecvocssecoussees 20 184 194 
28 Household appliance, radio and music stores .........000. asateassraccetesaeeters 19 308 322 
29 |Restaurant Group, total .............c0c06 sigs cause vesvetuneslieseberecsescestecvensass Seesaess ssess 18 229 255 
30: Other Retail Stores, total cox. fe cexececcsoe seckevessarececsseseeseene eee rit, 88 1, 909 1, 963 
on DIU (SLOLES cacetcseccssccaeesucracccate coon deeccetres Co meeeer ees tatnee eee ar catesane cements 27 320 327 
By DEW OLVECTYSSLORES earacaccacrertercenccestace rete ree TTT OR Oecd Lee sees an Tee cea seen re eneeders 7 61 64 
33 Office, store and school furniture equipment and supplies dealers 14 182 190 
34 ODA CCORSUOLE Sica ccstcrestrececsseccsectees gacessenscasesnececs soca veseace dedeenadesed Sesacess seeset 4 202 212 
35 Government liquor StOneSts..cccevescctcssacerseersnecaces siccectocsecenscatens Monastennserne eae 9 594 605 
36 WIM CYSCORES 72 Sscccccstecocerccstsvestcatecscersrsetee ease cece is eeeceeee aebissicesassiasteeteses Sitacts 5 30 on 


on Miscellaneous kinds of business. ......... estetedes suas atbeacescseebaerseee seta tncsaueess® 22 520 534 
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TABLE 7. Principal Statistics of Retail Chain Stores in Canada, 1950 by Kinds of Business 


Total sales 


Amount 
$ 


1,559, 693, 100 


524, 710,500 
6,511, 800 
6, 156, 400 

27, 642, 500 

476, 936, 400 
5, 921, 200 
1, 542, 200 


15, 987, 900 


160, 409, 700 
12, 678, 000 
147, 731, 700 


29, 626, 500 
22, 822, 100 
3, 473, 200 
3, 331, 200 


127, 351, 200 
19, 974, 900 
35, 759, 400 
38, 603, 700 
33,013, 200 


81, 794, 900 
10, 851, 300 
67, 335, 300 

3, 608, 300 


72, 246, 100 
36, 423, 000 
35, 823, 100 


22, 782,500 


524, 783, 800 
28, 958, 200 
30, 787, 500 
50, 389, 500 
16,076, 200 

290, 102, 300 

2, 861, 700 

105, 608, 400 


% of total 
chain sales 


$ 


Salaries and 
wages paid to 
store employees 


$ 


129, 334, 200 


32,459, 900 
961, 100 
765, 600 

1,992, 100 

28,026, 100 
527, 400 
187, 600 


1, 401, 700 


22, 630, 300 
1, 472, 600 
21, 157, 700 


3, 116, 200 
2, 304, 400 
283, 400 
528, 400 


13, 652, 500 
2,096, 700 
4, 148, 700 
3, 444, 400 
3,962, 700 


6,547, 500 
1, 080, 600 
5,052, 800 

414, 100 


9, 586, 100 
3,774, 400 
5, 811, 700 


6, 065, 900 


33, 874, 100 
4,478, 600 
3, 363, 800 
11, 210, 200 
1, 545, 800 
7, 824, 900 

245, 200 
5, 205, 600 


Accounts 
outstanding 
at year end 


$ 


65, 000, 500 


1, 666, 600 
111, 800 
58, 000 
432, 100 
989, 800 
33, 900 
41,000 


1, 005, 000 


709, 700 
701, 800 
7, 900 


5, 661, 800 
5, 149, 200 
1, 800 
510, 800 


4,132,100 
485, 400 
2,948, 900 
59 2, 000 
105, 800 


7,545, 400 
522, 500 
6, 499, 600 
523, 300 


25, 297, 800 
15, 855, 700 
9,442, 100 


25, 500 


18, 956, 600 
221, 900 

4, 547, 800 
8, 803, 300 
159, 200 
18, 000 


5, 206, 400 


Stocks on hand at year end 


Stores 
$ 


159, 082, 900 


15, 836, 700 
98, 000 
113, 600 
1,643, 600 
13, 799, 200 
103, 800 
118, 500 


4,010, 300 


19, 888, 900 
2, 253, 500 
17,635, 400 


3, 965, 700 
3, 117, 300 
243, 500 
604, 900 


25, 333, 500 
3,691, 900 
8,011, 900 
4,890, 100 
8, 739, 600 


23, 055, 600 
2,434, 200 

19,760, 500 
860, 900 


17, 847, 000 
8, 786, 100 
9,060, 900 


337, 300 


48, 807, 900 
4, 703, 800 
5,620, 800 
7,755, 800 
1, 312, 400 

20, 357, 700 

259, 000 
8,798, 400 


Warehouses 


$ 


60, 501, 400 


14,578, 500 
183, 500 
136, 300 
627, 200 

13, 530, 500 

6, 500 
94, 500 


149, 300 


4, 086, 900 
93, 600 
3, 993, 300 


1, 270, 400 
1, 199, 600 
70, 800 


4, 248, 300 
265, 900 
626, 300 

1,090, 200 

2, 265, 900 


387, 100 
15, 200 
12, 600 

359, 300 


5,572, 700 
4,916, 200 
656, 500 


440, 700 


29, 767,500 
1,056, 300 
13, 100 
528,000 
602, 700 
24, 557, 600 
224, 800 

2, 785, 000 
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Retail Consumer Credit 


A study on trends in retail consumer credit is 
conducted on a quarterly basis by the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics. This is summarized annually 
and dollar estimates for thirteen important credit 
granting trades and for ‘‘all other’’ trades are 
published. Total estimated retail sales as provided 
by the retail trade survey are broken down into the 
three main types of sales, cash, instalment, and 
charge account. Estimated dollar values of unpaid 
accounts are also shown as instalment accounts 
receivable and charge accounts receivable at the 
end of the respective periods. 


The sales of the stores in the sample used for 
this study have a high credit content. The trends in 
credit derived from this reporting panel are applied 
to the 1941 credit pattern as obtained from the 
Census of that year and projected on the retail sales 
estimates for subsequent years. The absolute dollar 
volume of credit sales as shown here, estimated 
from a 1941 base, may not accuratley portray total 
credit, but it is felt the trend in credit from year to 
year is quite reliable for the trades specified. 


Consumer credit sales for 1950, as shown in the 
annual summary report have been revised to agree 
with the revised retail trade figures. This final 
1950 revision took into account the estimated 
change in retail trade due to changes in number of 
stores in operation during that year. 


Total retail trade in 1950 was estimated at 
$9,467,400,000, of which $6,884,400,000 were 
cash sales, $720,100,000 instalment, and 
$1,862,900,000 charge accounts sales. It is 
estimated that outstanding accounts from instalment 
sales amounted to $169,500,000 at the end of 
December 1950 and a total of $377,100,000 was 
still unpaid at the end of the year from charge 
account sales. 


The following table shows estimated sales for 
1950 and accounts receivable at the end of the year 
for thirteen major trades and for all trades. 


TABLE 8. Consumer Credit — Sales and Accounts Receivable 1950 
(in millions of dollars) 


Accounts Receivable 


Sales at December 31 
Kind of business 
Cash Instalment Charge Total Instalment Charge Total 
Die PAnUIbe IN she cesyasntrvesrauncrtecte svete 158.0 872. 93.6 
Motor) Vehicle tet .sss.scaseescesessencsssasene 362. 8 155327 72.4 
Men?) ClGthing stoic ccccreeaserertees 25.02 171. 11.0 
Family Clothing 4s. .:icsecssscssencoasveaes 24.2 160. 11.9 
Women’s CLOLHING «secs cenencovedecraee: 22.5 161. 7.2 
Hard ware ppisciovescsthecssouasndbevtavsaacas 67.1 198. 19.6 
BUBTLCUP CON pce deg enes teshu cwueas Severs areas 24.2 159. 40.2 
Appliance and Radios. sccccissssusscecee 28-8 144. 36. 2 
JOWCMCKY scancesdatunnats irate cies 15.9 78. 10. 4 
Grocery and Combination 
(independent) me c.icsstseseottesserscecens 239. 9 945. 28. 2 
Countpy-General ¢s.iccceua anne 137.1 474. 31.5 
Coaliand: WO0dne:c. nnsssseveetertnscseers 100.9 194. 23-2 
Garages and Filling Stations ...... 148 498. 25.4 
ALDOR er ITAA ESI yc. cccccasestecensentsese 542.0 3854. 135. 8 
TOTAL ALL TRADSS ............. 1842.9 9467. 545. 6 
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Operating Results and Financial Structure of 
Selected Retail Trades — 1950 


Once every two years a survey on profit and 
loss, and balance sheet data covering twenty major 
retail trades is conducted. The returns are separated 
into size and occupancy categories by trades and 
and tabulations are made for unincorporated and 
incorporated business separately. The average 
results produced in this series can be used 
extensively by both the established and the new 
merchant in comparing their individual results with 
the average. This yardstick of performance may not 
constitute an ideal pattern which all retailers 
should set as a goal, because local circumstances 
may have an unavoidable effect on operations, but 
it does represent a guide for comparison. If some 
item of expense is out of line with this average, the 
merchant’s attention is drawn to it and it is reason- 
able to suppose that in many cases economies may 
be effected or operating methods altered to improve 
the efficiency of operations. 


The amount of detail contained in the operating 
results series cannot be condensed sufficiently to 
show here summarized figures on all aspects of 
profit and loss and balance sheet statements for 
20 trades. These data are contained in five bulletins 
covering independent retail stores for 1950 where 
results are shown by sales-size and occupancy 
categories. In alternate years, similar surveys are 
made on ten major trades in both the retail chain 
field and in the wholesale field of distribution 
except that balance sheet information is not 
included. 


The general trend from 1948 to 1950 was toward 
greater gross profits, expressed as percentages of 
net sales, and reduced net profits. Average gross 
and net profit and the major expense items of sal- 
aries and occupancy are shown in Table 9. 


TABLE 9. Profits and Expenses 1950 for Selected Independent Retail Trades 
(Items expressed as percentages of net sales) 


Trade 


Gross 
P 


r and Wages Occupancy Expenses Profit! 
! 
% % % Jo 


Unincorporated Stores: 


Grocery 
Combination 
Meat 
Fruit and vegetable 
Confectionery 
Men’s clothing 
Women’s clothing ... 
Family clothing 
Shoes 


PO COO eo oreo UE ee SO ESSE OD SOHO LOOSE TSE ODED OE STEER HUSH OHIO ETE EHHUSEES OO SE ORD 
00000 eo eo ee OHO EET DEED DEE ES EOSEOH OS OHS HOODS UOT D0 OS EFS OH OS OO LOS 


Peco eee ee reer ee ewes erase Ee TE Ee OSES SHEE ESTO STOO ESOS ES OHOSIOEDSSODSUSSORSU OSS 


Peers eevee esas eee ees seeeessE Sse ~SHOOESSO LESS SSSI OH SEHESESOS 


Furniture 
Appliances and radio 
Filling stations 
Garages 
Country general 
ESSEC UL AIG deer st pncsooet cose sssoosssederssccsssconccsccsetersveneseys 
Fuel 
Drug 
Si Oye eee ee Neto Rennes fecuescustobscedsesedsantaseeveaosesceeasedsens 
USNS En ns en mnCE Dear t Pees Sd spcaitressihcanesssapaversscornes ossies see 


Prrrrerrrrrriririrrirrrir er 
PreTTT TI TIe ieee eee eee 
PUTRI 
PPreTTTTTiiiiritiii 


PPeTTTTIe irre rite rite) 


POeeIVITOSICIe reer ere 


PPevITITITIrrerriri erie rie 


Incorporated Stores 


Men’s clothing 
BUSITUTAM SO TOLINTIS ©. ccrcccossseveteccosssorsnsiceossccsennervceucsstentons 
Family clothing 
Shoes 


Fuel 
Drug 


PPPTTTITITITITI Titi 


PPrTTTITITiTitiii iii 


eeeee 
PreTITICitritii 


Salaries Total Net 
ofit 
14.4 3.7 2.8 O72 ays 
14.9 5.3 2.6 10.8 4.1 
16.1 5. 1 stl Tilteut 5.0 
17.5 Zhe Th 3-8 11.6 5.9 
18.2 3.9 5.0 107 7.5 
26.8 6.9 5-1 16.5 10.3 
26. 8 Bae 5.9 19.1 on 
24.4 Fhxal 4.5 15.7 8.7 
27-4 Rico 5.4 16.8 10.6 
25.8 7.4 3.9 15.4 10. 4 
ils i 6.7 4.9 18.4 Bat 
27-8 8.5 3-6 17-8 10-0 
18.7 6.8 3.9 12.9 6.0 
27.8 11.2 53 20.1 Tsk 
14.5 Ae | 2G 9.0 5.5 
38.7 19.1 9.2 SP: 6.5 
20.6 4.1 Par | 15.5 a | 
28.9 8.5 4.6 1730 11.9 
38.8 11.2 6.9 24.8 | 14.0 
17-6 4.3 4.1 10.2 7.4 
29.8 14.0 Pes 25.0 4.8 
29.0 14.9 6.4 26.9 2-1 
29.6 .9 4.8 26.1 3.5 
32.0 -6 6.4 271.2 4.8 
.0 ou 3.9 93.4 3.6 
by $e) 19 17.9 2-3 
«4 5 5.8 29.0 4.4 
a -2 vi 35.9 5.8 


(1) Includes income tax and for unincorporated stores, proprietors’ salaries. 


Balance sheet data are shown for the main 
asset and liability items. Many ratios of interest 
to the retail businessman may be obtained from the 
balance sheet or from relating balance sheet data 
with profit and loss data. The ratio of current assets 
to current liabilities indicates the ability of the bus- 
iness to meet its current obligations out of current 
assets. Liabilities to net worth shows the relation- 
ship between total debt and owned capital. Many 


to Current 


Trade Liabilities 


Unincorporated Stores: 
GT OC CE Yitevcssstccstscssececcrsccscosmvaversccccessscesetsase De 
WOMPIMAGION sececsscecusecccsccestsasssssancseesacsusces De 
NUGEiy saa socsecaxesccevasvsosssuscccscsasacssecasocassceseresets ils 
FULt and VEgeta bile: .....scscesseccesscsvcsoccsas : He 
WONMPECHIOMET Ve rcccccesssssescesereccecucssceecssrsnscece 2.34 3+ 37 
Men’ sr clothing’ viccccctavtevssoessosteeteccactcveccaes 2.87 2.67 
Wome nts Clothing cc, cceccscsecvassecesesssrserzenre 2.65 | 2.19 
GN WIVMCLOUNIME  cavesccccescsentecs sensesacevstesoce 3. 1) i Doves 
SSMOCS Wee cas ccssesecessdctaterercdavssttcvsscaceerecnsestausecs 3.02 2-81 
ELATCWETC™ cs cccrecerotives tesseesszaleavessdessucadseses ove 4.79 4.03 
PUP MIG Une caensscssstersecsavenwecasecouecsceees Nieadeadsees 2. 57 2-41 
Appliance srand ira GiOc rtessreseccetvesessteostees 1. 98 Pes BIS) 
PUP  SUACLOM acscnnse<degacocevaxsscucdnecdsscennence 2.36 Rosey = 
GTA GOS As cussivsevs rovers csseueccesevaccriwcesuecssverses De 2.07 
PO OUNUE VN CCTOTA ,.\siedasaasyadsecarssetasseseeenasess 4.56 | 3.62 
EROSLA INA IGS qenccteteescontertaseveraceceresissesssssere — ls BE 
Me PILSEN scrric sou dgsatstecucouamteaeanenes we samievaseetseseeeae saaie 2-39 1.97 
MD EUG aucssvasncescteeteteveesnatsvcs ocmost oro eabevsaiorb ee 4.13 3- 87 
SEW GLICTY sesccaternnseer vasicavsoraveteteedevensdvcctasess Do Sal | WES 
BEN CGO iacet ovac Sats shin ncnecesepanecuteecenia seseas Sosy || Wow 
Incorporated: 

MOBS, GLOGHENS oo... 125 ude cavdantcdtean tescstawacvsseee eX) | De 
PEORIOD "8 (CL OUNEDE 5 acocssioseatesavetaascosassssucas - 2s 
PATOUY COMUNE meh dest ccies eracats cassecsuce cee _ 2. 
BG Big ciaccveranats pine ha seaes haa. cectecactecseseuseank. — De 

PB PEL WAS cinsat cou tap sseate cies aiedsrasc cs dxaseons sveeks 3.65 Be 
BAG Lat ionaheta canreo ane chanasdecnaaduanaensek ext pestovasterwa 2.99 ihe 
TAPIA oa sdeeesattns-nnnscantviceggememeien. cesses 4.36 3h 
POU OLLORY 5. .cc2t anAttsasns deus treed ot set avails caves 2. 76 2. 


TABLE 10. Balance Sheet Ratios in Retail Trade as at December 31, 1950 


Current Assets |Current Assets 
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other average ratios of vital importance to the retail 
merchant may be obtained from this series of 
bulletins and comparisons made with his own 
business experience. 


Average balance sheet results in this series 
represent businesses with over $20,000 annual 
net sales. Some of the more significant ratios appear 
below. 


Net Quick Sales to fixed ape roast 
to Fixed Assets to Assets used ape 
New Worth in the business 


Rented | Owned | Rented| Owned }Rented| Owned | Rented 


OF 1. G5N Siero . 36 »45 

1. 8.42 | 25. 24 - 48 . 53 

Hie ToS 12004 »45 - 63 

1. 5.81 | 25.84 a2 39 

- 76.) 23.35 -35 -60 | 6.36 | 23.31 51 -31 
2-18 | %- 33 - 63 -83 | 4.34 | 29.63 - 48 58 
1.27 | 5.98 » 49 <79 | 3.71 V3tso9 - 46 -79 
2-46 |) S225 - 70 291 | 5a3l 147.35 «50 » 65 
047 | 11657 - 69 -91 | 6.01 | 43.93 52 - 56 
2-46 | 6.94 ~72 -90 | 5.50 | 23.85 - 30 - 40 
1-99 | 10.56 64 «92 \ 4632) 27558 58 44 
1.90 | 7.69 » 5d -84 | 5.63 | 28.93 -76 -61 
Td) Beate 34 -67 | 7.21 | 39-15 46 -39 
So ttl eae . 38 -60 | 4.82 | 18.86 . 56 ~73 
2-93 | 7.61 Me 94] 9.94 |31.47 .28 48 
_ 58 — -99 — 10. 36 — »52 
2.20°] 3.87 58 -67 | 10-64 | 18.31 “52 © 75 
1.36 | 4.38 56 -78 | 4.66 | 29.80 34 wot 
1.83 1 79 - 61 -86 | 3.57 | 19.28 a4 -58 
= 13 ah SNF »44 -60 | 3-82 | 24.50 »46 - 69 
55 

» 65 

»57 

- 70 

54 

.97 

-42 

72 


Note. In some trades there were too few ‘‘owned’’ stores reporting to permit publication of average results. 
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NOTICE 


The annual reports prepared by the Industry and Merchandising Division of the 
Rureau of Statistics are divided into 4 volumes, as follows: Volume I~—The Primary 
Industries, including mining, forestry and fisheries; Volume Ii— Manufacturing; Volume Ii — 
Construction; Volume IV — Merchandising and Services. 


Volume IV consists of the following parts with individual trade reports listed under 
each: 


Part I — Wholesale Statistics 


A-— Wholesale Trade, 25¢. 

B —Operating Results of Food Wholesalers, 25¢. 

C — Operating Results of Dry Goods, Piece Goods, and Footwear 
Wholesalers, 25¢. 

D — Operating Results of Miscellaneous Wholesalers, (Automotive 
parts and accessories, drugs, hardware, plumbing and heating 
equipment), 25¢. 


Part li — Retail Statistics 


FE — General Review, 25¢. 
F — Retail Trade, 25¢. 
G — Retail Chain Stores, 25¢. 
H — Operating Results of Chain Food Stores, 25¢. 
I — Operating Results of Chain Clothing Stores, 25¢. 
J —Operating Results of Miscellaneous Chain Stores (variety, 
drug, furniture), 25¢. 
*K —Operating Results of Retail Food Stores, 25¢. 
*[, — Operating Results of Retail Clothing Stores, 25¢. 
*M— Operating Results of Retail Hardware, Furniture, Appliance 
and Radio Stores, 25¢. 
*N —Operating Results of Filling Stations and Garages, 25¢. 
*O — Operating Results of Miscellaneous Retail Stores, 25¢. 
P — Retail Consumer Credit, 25¢. 


Part Ili — Service and Special Fields 


Q-— Laundries, Cleaners and Dryers, 25¢. 

R-—Motion Picture Theatres, Exhibitors, and Distributors, 25¢. 
S—Hotels, 25¢. 

T-~Sales Financing, 25¢. 

U—Farm Implement and Equipment Sales, 25¢. 

v — New Motor Vehicle Sales and Motor Vehicle Financing 25¢. 
w-— Advertising Agencies (Memorandum) 25¢. 


‘The reports are punched to permit of filing in a ring binder. 


* Biennial reports — not issued for 1951. 
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GENERAL REVIEW OF RETAIL STATISTICS 
1951] 


The 1951 Census of Distribution will produce 
complete data on the number of retail outlets, sales, 
employment and other aspects of retail trade. At the 
time of compiling this bulletin, these Census results 
have not been tabulated, and this review must deal 
with 1951 estimates of retail sales rather than final 
Census figures. 


The continuing program of retail statistics 
comprises the following surveys which are summa- 
rized in this bulletin; total retail sales estimated 
from a sample survey; department store sales and 
stocks by departments; retail chain store statistics 
from a full coverage survey; retail consumer credit 
estimates from a sample survey; and operating results 
of both independent and chain stores for certain 
specified retail trades. The results of the continuing 
monthly, quarterly and annual surveys which deal 
with retail sales in 1951 will be subject to revision 
when the results of the 1951 Census of Distribution 
are known. It would be impossible to produce 


estimates of retail sales over a ten year period 
(based on the 1941 Census) by sampling methods 
which would coincide with the next official (1951) 
Census figures. The 1951 estimates shown here are 
comparable to those of previous years but it is 
impossible to tell what amount of revision to the 
actual dollar volume of sales will be necessary. 
This revision to bring current estimated sales to the 
Census level will no doubt be projected back as 
intercensal estimates 1941-1951. 


Although this review deals with annual sales 
regular monthly sales are estimated for 20 trades by 
provinces; monthly department store and monthly 
chain store sales and stocks are published; and 
consumer credit data is produced on a quarterly 
basis. Operating results studies are conducted on a 
biennial basis—independent retail stores last 
surveyed on 1950 operations and retail chain stores 
and certain wholesale trades for 1951. 


RETAIL TRADE 


The 1951 estimate of retail trade placed sales 
at $10,517,326,000, a figure 11.1% above the 1950 
level and over three times larger than the 1941 sales 
of $3,436,823,000. Motor vehicle dealers accounted 
for a greater portion of total sales than any other 
Single trade with 1951 sales of $1,954,790,000, 
almost 26 percent above their 1950 sales. Grocery 


$1,709,355,000 and department stores $901,717,000. 
Current estimates of retail trade are made for twenty 
kinds of business and for ‘‘all other’’ trades. 


In the provincial summary below, Newfoundland 
is not included from 1941 to 1951. Following comple- 
tion of the 1951 Census, all provinces and territories 
will be included in statistics on retail trade. 


TABLE 1. Retail Sales by Provinces 1930-1951 
(in millions of dollars) 


and combination stores’ reported sales. ot 
Province 1930 1933 
LEE CAN cases ea RE Races pee COSE OCCny ERE EEEE CPOE 197.7 130% 
ERAN aiaeayyes Vaasa sti pstieenasenssdegaacdenagotine kesee si Soileey 422. 
ROTEL apes seas ashore stack Sucesseseseteuneetereseson 1, 100.0 741. 
MEADE: Bodies Syi'eicss ashes dosed ease susewneoteee ses 189.2 122. 
RECA OW RIT acy nde title tbc tleres asancscs<neloonterens 189. 2 103. 
oo EVEN IBAA Sadeer Ripa an Be An en RR ee ahr 176.5 109. 
ol A OBEN TET Ta) Es Saeed ey. SER 248.6 Weise 
ET TCETE Fee OAS PR ee 2,755.6) 1,786. 


1937 1941 1947 1950 1951 
i as ul 
0 199.9 282.8 552.8 654.5 712.9 
4 609.7 818.7 PGs Os 2, 205.2 2, 466.1 
Al I OTGe2 1,407.0 OS Ts 3,643.9 4,037.8 
1 166.3 210.8 428.5 606. 2 656.3 
oe L366 186.9 398.5 548.9 631.9 
1 165.9 22050 489.0 147.7 818.4 
9 253.9 309.6 MAS Li 1,061.0 1, 193.9 
Bl 4, 01s, 8 3, 436.8 6,970.9 | 9,467.4 | 10,517.3 
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TABLE 2. Estimated Retail Trade — By Provinces and Kinds of Business, 1951 
(in thousands of dollars) 


Kind of business or store 


=a 


Total, all trades .............. 


Grocery & combination stores 
Meats StOlreScmccucanvccstescocvestes 
Country general stores 
. Department stores 
Variety stores 


Motor vehicle dealers .......... 
Garages & filling stations.... 
Men’s clothing stores 


Family clothing stores 


Women’s clothing stores...... 
SIOCRSUOLCStercves sateen sseetieres 
HUANG Ware SLOPCS  aeacccesseesscotee 


Lumber & building materials 

Gealer sieescerre eereeracreressecee 
TUTE CESTOT ES cunecocaeareesoes 
Appliance ®& radio dealers.... 


Restaurants 


SO eee ewer eeesenereneeesoey 


DTU ZA SCOLES wovecssss soacerscseceseteees 
Jewellery StoreS ......ccccccceceee 


Tobacco stores 
All other trades 


Bere rer ereereeeerere 


Canada’ Recess quebec | Ontario besa Alberta Pei ete aes 
a = ah 
10,517,326 | 712, 925 | 2,466, 062 | 4, 037, 821 | 656,317 | 631, 930 818,365 | 1, 193, 906 
1,709,335 | 141, 536 500, 393 683,852 | 72, 151 | 1607918 46937069 te, HOG: 
196, 920 4,006 59, 328 66, 760 6. 927 9,080 17, 568 33,251 
520), Ges a| eeOO oO 116,034 964,012 | 42,139 | (86a fms 43, 717 
SOM ele || O0%.0 59 145, 625 B29 OO Za din LS 45, 394 | 63,659 120, 202 
189,649 | 19, 401 55, 850 86, 697 4.70715 5, 309 Soule 8,905 
1, 954,790) | OOe 15 434, 676 718,735 | 120, 454 | 129)813 | 146) 786 314,011 
526, 411 |) ote Lo 103, 134 227,992 | 28,743 | 38,260 | 40,986 49, 380 
198,975 | 15,860 39, 439 93, 302 8,742 7, 489 16), 132 18,011 
LG. SOe meee ll 53, 143 53, 140 6, 448 13, 574 9,138 17,982 
187, 220 b3yarg 49, 557 74, 578 6, 848 8, 135 Way eS) 21, 92 
100275 8, 516 30, 343 44,333 2,799 (0 334/ 4,297 7,450 
201,995 10, 776 48, 428 71, 578 12, 368 eR SHEA |) a 2S, 18,749 
360, 855 Geo 48,813 163,568 | 35,844 | 29,040 | 44, 329 33, 486 
168, 700 13,016 54, 130 i, SS) sipoehl PS TNS OF 251 13, 367 
152, 580 10, 530 35, 892 Nae 2S 5,801 5, 369) 9,411 12,054 
379, 646 15,710 76,740 153,624 | 26, 193 17,780 | 34,790 54, 809 
204, 384 | 12, 206 55, 384 104, 084 13, 467 9, 244 1,082 SHOT, 
231,816 di 49, 167 101, 250 14, 222 11, 389 15, 635 22, 380 
BA, SOS Deol 207135 31,461 4, 399 3, 230 6,684 TE aa 
89,634 Jain, SPA 21, 478 49, 599 1,344 2,879 3,411 8 i6L 
eosin | seo 470, 373 740,988 | 101,946 | 129,066 | 184, 165 218, 269 


1. Canada totals do not include Newfoundland, NorthWest Territories or Yukon. 


Monthly data are collected and published on 
department store sales andstocks for 30 departments. 
Although these statistics are not published separately 
as an annual bulletin, their importance in the general 


Department Stores 


TABLE 3, Department Store Sales by Provinces, 1950 and 1951 


Maritime Provinces 
Quebec 
Ontario 


Province 


THEO SEE OE Hee meee eee Deere EOE EEE HEHE ESET OSES SEES EE EEHE SESE EHSE SEDO HE HE OES 


POLO O Ree ee Deere s eee eee ee ee eee Eee OEE E OE ODES DESEEH ED SE SETHE EE SEE OSES OEE EEE eEOEeeeSerEES 
OP COPOREELS SESS 00000060 E rR CFOS OS OCDE SEOLERD AEG 0900006055650 2000 Foes conevecetetancondconccucecesteens 
CAOMASEMOCTCUO DECOR OOOO CDOReaES Pe EEEDOTeDCETEseSe es eee SOR eC One e ee reneEe cece De ObeCbCesscucee ces ebneeeeneene 
SOMSME SAM OU RESTO SCO SOSA AE ODESSESERD SC CCE TO CReAS er SEs FOSC CESS CEES EO CooueCOeECe eS OR sneceneeseucucceceseces 


OOo mer erer rene esoeeseverereresoens 
COCO O eer er ee ee eeee dere er ereree eee rere ser ee reser ee ree eereesesessesrsesuseroeses 


SSSA PS RAMOSCONAS SADC EREDAR CARERSESCEE CEC C CCS US ORS tate nb eaDaesteetelececcceecsecnlabenacdsaovcancee 


HOP e ee ee ener eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaeee 
POCO OO eee ee ee ae ere ee eee ere eessee ene reeeeee sees eeeereeeecereoeceeeseeeee 


$’000 


LIZ 962 


872,379 


62, 604 


139,622 
325,088 
130, 407 


42,517 
oo, Lig 


60,059 
145,625 
329, 662 
137, 116 
45, 394 
63,659 
120, 202 


$000 
901, 717 


Change 
1951/1950 


field of retail trade warrants a review of the 1951 
results in this bulletin. In addition.to the following 
tables, information is published weekly and monthly 
on the percentage change in sales by provinces. 


+3.4 


aon 
+ 4.3 
+ 1.4 
+5.1 
+ 6:3 
+7.6 
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TABLE 4. Department Store Sales and Stocks by Departments 1950 and 1951 


Stocks at 


Department 1951 
1951 Change (at selling 

1951/50 value) 

$’000 $’000 $’000 
FRSA em Al SCOT ALCNENICS 55. o acs oe soar esos acct on wee cede oee obo setce lednva cess 872,379 901, 717 182,562 
NORE esmanUMISSES 1OPESSOS a. cerschscsscevecseseedec semseatavenscetsteer cee eeantecket 30, 189 30, 873 SOL 
WOMmeneSeand MISSES” COALS ANGESUIUS .....ccccnccteamerestecesec-onmubodvaternsestnn 27, 880 25, 514 2,554 
WOMEN SranG MISSES’ GS POLtS WEAN sé. scsccasceseccochosseacsosesdeoccuwesen sesso dessesdoes Die 332 21, 880 3,304 
UL RS Were Pte Ree eee se Cree cea caceods dsSehs Meetecaacccaasnss oaesdaceevseecehacteneteceshs Modsewboreas 14, 271 13, 116 3, 825 
CUBE Sam UUW LTT a MUSMAWEAN Uecsccrtt. cout: ree conch? occ cade cctess stoma naseaes van oteeealous encase 1 42,907 6,465 
Pee Cae EC ONS CUS teccen te necinst ich or sas sa asusese wens oonacmeaGn oh ateeaaieh asatbies octaves anshs Bs Dpye Spiquou lll eek 5, 691 
ADEOUS em LOUS CORCSSCSLAMOsUTILOLMS® s.rresasersruetersieesences.cscacsserivocssseecees el 66 6, 644 cae 103 
LUBED TV ghee tee tts oe oe cece sas £50 sen 98% ox os uidada dons dav esse soe’ sven tives sd0esct hte dvbasiceas 8, 666 9, 026 ou 695 
HOSTELYeANOsapDane ly ACCESS OLLOS .ccscstsccasenteseacdenesene atussi sine satecdacesacssans iowa ish: hy MOM .6 6,017 
Womens smiiisses 4 andechnildnencs: SHOES, c.ccs...cusescastaecaseccess sdetecscecst ene 36, 768 39, 639 8 10, 064 
MEMSSTC OLIN Dammeerrctcncctra cesenctscsscocecstoder te sos nan coats ecsseotenadeueawerncnceseesent « 30, 486 30, 534 aw U5 e008: 
IMEMESBOUIDIT SIMMS eeehessenee se eecetat caste cosnecdeeTenceecs ace sence tenons deoneeescussneesnteces 42,514 44,455 -6 8,538 
IBOVSECLOLMINE TANG OEUPNISHON E'S, scececccceces coecesaccrtetecocsenesisaneederGetsecassonses 237026 24, 503 Ap? 5, 036 
Meir SeanGeDOViSitSi OC Gieaccearstae aaseraee eee te neces aceeet ere opaeai so aaalnien sworeederesaeae as 15, 303 16,518 .9 3, 829 
HO OCSANGEKMNGNE GED OGUCES te terns receetiees se nk eats eet ea ecs hia ssetcsantibtanesssoceas 59,401 64, 575 ul 4,149 
SHOMEtLICS MCOSMCUICS ANGUCrlUS Sur creccncsesseste eoneae eet taseosieens Pesmesesenve 19, 974 PROMI sae 4, 376 
Photographic equipmentsand SUppll@S ...-....se0.ce- sccsssetseseeenectectssee-nateaee Popayayik 2,916 aS tan 
BL CCOMC OO Sire tes ren tec sets occ- se arcane ene tts ae ono a a oh wre ste aRae Seaeueea aubseeesesean tes 23, 690 23; 309 .6 1, 763 
RGTMAC NGM OECLOMLES GNC St css Goede ncaecdececeacsacscscoste (1c seaace coer susosiiovssdentetersunssse 32, 544 Shy MSI .8 7, 640 
SITU WAT © Sureraesceucnecs secsss. oe oases Tee aac See ss Tae oho eee OE oad Sar ba Bea cboa eee 18, 664 19,197 9 5, 396 
CUNINTAGANONETASSIW AL CRine eat ccth ssc. shin Cosco ctvnccscncceeens oteeecsasthce lone eh cces 12, 207 12, 844 eae 6, 903 
TOMER EULITES IL 2 Gmeencre tenet meee ee triste foc tanctan cess st occetineenee tener roseasrsncureeet 54, 313 HOO Auld} 19, 154 
GUE TUG URC Waren tea tatos toot ce cata teas dese tore rcw sn etocuastavastosteceenosseeoeeseetesnachodeee eae 53, 584 o1, 412 Sl 12, 602 
MAIGRET DUAN C Comme ore tcamte ts ae cnccatc rcocace st iecnoeksCalects eecuace tes nn cater ecenerete 34, 660 31,046 4 7,354 
EVLA TCM S 1G memereeretea eee enabee eet ns asa Tete Me CRESS Natt aka aeaeanes eo 12,400 amt 4,131 
Har WarevanapnOUs OWADesirrete sci sisescntuas satreds dans rac ue So seis soo doaaaaten cpamalinsnse ee 50, 855 53, 541 23 11,495 
SW OU CRY ater ericcestetee nee: coe cactssescuet ioe tyasseataaldhanacdiiivoul cdcvucged dusdoessaseduadastives 18, 298 19, 091 Js 7,041 
SOTO TT ie Od Sm TNL) UTE AB Cee. Pea aae So Seete Ses Tae as seu sacina de calloor tesssso ness aes 34, 776 sat G00 
DLAVION Ch yeDOOKS: ANG INARA ZINES wir. hcoleccoudsccdesstevscdepiseccssaceescsessyes wine 14, 809 Ibi oz ul 3,079 
AL MOGI CEREAL LIME L Sere trees tecces ook eee ache eee eee ssn teie Lane va skesnes Re sonediees 67, 802 73, 778 ao 7, 040 


Note. Does not include Newfoundland. 
1. Not available. 


Chain Stores 


Chain stores are defined as the operation of 
four or more retail outlets under the same ownership 
and carrying cnthe same or related kinds of business. 
Monthly data are compiled on chain store sales and 
stocks for certain trades and monthly estimates of 
retail trade include sales of chain stores estimated 
from a sample of firms. In addition to monthly esti- 
mates, all known retail chain stores are surveyed on 
an annual basis to produce statistics on their main 
operational features. 


Retail chain stores were first surveyed as part 
of the Decennial Census of 1930. From a sales 
volume of $487,336,000 in that year, they have 
expanded three and a half times to a 1951 sales 
figure of $1,726,354,400. The growth of retail chain 
stores is most evident in food stores where sales 
were over five times greater in dollar value in 
1951 than in 1930. Average sales per store in this 
field increased from $57,521 in 1930 to $525,129 in 
1951. Annual retail chain data are summarized in the 
following tables: 
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TABLE 5. Chains by Provinces 1941-1951 
(Sales in thousands of dollars) 


1941 1951 
Province he ; se e ; aa es <i 
Onno) 0. O 70 ; 
Stores Sales firms Stores Sales 
WewfounGlandin: sateen ssesemeereeeemetaeee — — 13 9,675.0 
Prince Edward EStand Ascccc.css.cs-tesecr esses 16 Towns li 4,161.9 
NowatScotia. ccs totever eesccss here apa Bi PALI ear 39 294 63,376.0 
New Brtins WiChusatessaseceseseet aaseneaeseents 25 TOM Geek 37 189 5 Leva 
UC DEC wiecscocecesctetttesncosecsasecture eee nate 1,428 Lesh bes 24H) 5 ©) 149 1,455 349, 466.6 
GR DATE Orta eee wencze eee es 3,368 293,671.3 239 3,359 798,860.4 
Riu) D Gwthece ee nace cctstes rer « ancora ereteeretet 334 Mesias 64 351 76,624.0 
GaskatChe wall tosicet terrence eerrrcerere 880 32, 458.6 64 652 Noe eo ae 
PRY Le pcr een oct ee crer BA erent Raves Arecher 576 Son One an 585 117, 240.7 
SEUGLSlie OlUMR) levee eerceerae ep cares eae 765 63292001 93 | 7176 170, 384.0 
VAUICOII OE ING Wahl cece ccc caste bacmereme teas 62 1,493.6 3 5,590.2 
4 


Canada total iris csercossesussciessasesseverseae 7,969 | 639,210. 479 7,823 | 1, 726,354.4 


| 
| 


TABLE 6. Summary Statistics of Retail Chain Stores in Canada, 1930-1951 


Number of 


Stocks on hand at 
year end 


” Number cae 
ear of alaries and Accounts 
chains | Aver- Max- Average wages paid outstan- h 
agel | imum Amount ye to store ding at Stores Warehouses 
Se employees year end 


Rranete 8,097 487,336,000 | 60,187 | 50,404,900 2 60, 457, 200 2 

Loe 9,900 328,902,600 | 41,633} 34,820,600 2 43,995, 100 2 
1937 414,133,300 | 56,375 | 39,289,500 | 33,526,200 | 48,550, 700 12, 280, 000 
US a ee rey 639,210,400 | 83,864) 57,777,200 | 38,376,100 | 68,619,200 | 20,975,600 
1946. ......... 1,014,846, 700 | 154,725 | 77,474,400 | 19,642,600 | 85,345,200 | 37,436,400 
TOS OP ess. 1,559,693,100 | 217,986 | 129, 334, 200 | 65, 000,500 | 159,082,900 | 60,501,400 

see 1,726,354, 400 | 227,601 | 144,791,700 | 53,169, 000 | 178,799,300 | 59,504, 400 


1. Obtained by averaging the number at the beginning, middle and end of the year. 
2. Not available. 


TABLE 7. Principal Statistics of Retail Chain Stores in Canada, 1951, by Kinds of Business 


; ; Number Salaries and 
Kind of business of f Total sales wages paid to Sbooks on hend 
chains store employees vats 
(Stores) 
$ $ $ 
otal AMV CHaINS me ccccceee rete 479 7, 823 | 1, 726,354, 400 144, 791, 700 178, 799, 300 
FoodiGroup; total cosets cca ce 716 1, 668 630, 181, 800 38, 916, 400 19, 439, 500 
BAR GLY products SUOLOG  «..us-saciecniseranactsesestarseon-ne ist 157 6,428,000 1, 108,500 85,600 
Candy and confectionery Stores .......cccececececececeees 16 23 7,252,000 990,100 202, 300 
REN CONY GCONCS 7d. sinrnn apescacysdnifonodloqai Peomende Cea 7 328 44,053, 400 2,729, 600 2,583, 800 
SOTahina tion Stores, <wccueareget yc. etacsnieecctsustace-+ 33 858 565, 854,000 33,531,600 16,451, 100 
MGB UY Wear UG dics Acs Sere echo nce Ade acu 9 52 6,594,400 556, 600 116,700 
Coumiry, general stores ¢is0cccs.cceseseveks ce eee 27 204 24, 974, 800 2,481, 000 6,458, 400 
General merchandise group, total ssseesesosssesseesoseserenes 29 708 184, 507, 500 26, 152,400 21,458, 900 
Dry goods and general merchandise stores........ 13 116 20,032,600 2,320,500 3,695, 300 


Variety, 5-10-15¢ to-a-dollar stores .....cccsessseeee 16 592 164,474, 900 23,831,900 17,763,600 
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TABLE 7. Principal Statistics of Retail Chain Stores in Canada, 1951, by Kinds of Business — Concluded 


Kind of business 


Salaries and 
wages paid to 


Total sales Stocks on hand 


; store employees at year end 
ited b (Stores) 
nv OM $ 
Automotive group, total ...........0.c0cc.cccccccececcsecesescesees 13 38, 152,500 5,538, 400 8, 438, 500 
MGroravenrcler dealers ers. ..cccc.ccsictecestdevescnn cevenecceees 4 20,940,300 3,430,900 6,011,000 
PURI CAL LONG Gee ce seat: cas cs ences cvsece vat tvssacv-tdsexeereeee 53 3,592,900 412,100 241,700 
Other automotive accessories Stores .......ceccccceee 5 45 13,619,300 1,695, 400 2,185, 800 
PAB HATE 1PSTOUD COGAN osococcoses. Soca s5ss vasuencacchs i seeteese trois 120 1,430 143, 828, 700 16,327, 800 29,375,500 
Men’s and boy’s clothing and furnishings stores ; 26 236 25,059, 000 2, 788, 300 5,428, 800 
AGAIN RC LOLMINE “SLOLCS fstnsc-ces.t scadsevensneostneeseeaceess 25 146 40, 038, 200 5, 306, 700 8,894, 600 
Women’s apparel and accessories stores .......... 34 449 40, 701, 200 3,581, 300 4,529,600 
LOCUS EOLOS ay cetece cen setae ecsuietacontesecdeste tet eer eine 35 599 38,030, 300 4,651,500 10,522,500 
Building materials group, total .............cccccceessccseees 44 815 88,460, 400 7,434, 700 29,502, 700 
HISAECWAT CES CORES a ccsestie ote ccsce-ccccossssacte seco cestode tetocdans j1 oi 12, 224, 400 1,580,100 2,916, 800 
Lumber and building material dealers ................ 30 139 74, 733,900 5,672,100 26, 150, 400 
Paint, varnish and wallpaper stores ............00000. 3 19 1,502,100 182, 500 435,500 
Furniture-household-radio group, total .................. 42 591 78, 796, 900 12,340, 300 18,571,500 
HUIRMAUUP OMSL ORES arccecessce-cecsoaceecesss sserecessaeoeesseusecectes 18 204 37, 049, 700 3,951, 500 9,584, 300 
Household appliance, radio and music stores 24 387 41,747, 200 8, 388, 800 8,987, 200 
Restaurant group, total ..........cccsccccccesesscececcseccneeeeees rT 328 29,166, 200 7,402, 600 405,300 
Other retail stores, total ............ccccsccsssssseescecccerereees 101 1, 951 508, 285, 600 28,198,100 45,149, 000 
POEM CS ONC Steere tees eared: erate ecccnes sseceraisawisscesesiNecssaetries 28 334 31,019, 400 4,653, 300 4,763, 200 
POWETICr VR SLOG Sims caa ucieccetesnser tee stdsacocesSeneccdueeakes 11 82 30, 897, 400 4,793, 200 7,844, 400 
ERODE CORS COLES er eter ero rac caccncer a toat ca agusvnaeeasdnaevencegene 5 214 16, 864,000 1,496,800 1,235, 100 
Wie StONOG meter tier ise oot sacar ieateciavedesessscvceatsenxeuse ss 5 oul 2,795, 500 276, 100 157, 200 
Miscellaneous kinds of DUSINESS .............eeeeeeeeee 52 1, 290 426,709, al 16,978, ih 31,149,100 


Retail Consumer Credit 


A study of retail consumer credit trends has 
been made by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics for 
some years. This study is confined to credit granted 
by retail stores and for that reason does not repre- 
sent total consumer credit. Other portions of con- 
sumer credit are carried by sales finance companies, 
small loan companies, pawn brokers, banks etc. 
The credit shown here as retail store credit includes 
small portions of non-consumer credit i.e. the com- 
mercial vehicle sales and receivables of motor 
vehicle dealers. 


The trends of the various components of sales 
and accounts outstanding obtained from a sample of 
firms, are projected forward from the 1941 Census 
base. As for retail sales, these estimates will be 


subject to revision when the results of the 1951 
Census of Distribution are known. The actual dollar 
value of credit sales and receivables shown may 
not be an accurate total but the trends in credit from 
quarter to quarter and year to year as contained in 
the series of bulletins on retail consumer credit 
should be quite reliable. 


The 1951 total retail sales of $10,517,300,000 
were comprised of an estimated $7,532,700,000 cash 
sales, $816,200,000 instalment and $2,168,400,000 
charge account sales. Unpaid accounts at December 
31, 1951 amounted to $505,500,000 of which 
$104,000,000 was attributed to instalment sales. 
Sales and accounts outstanding for 1951 are shown 
below for thirteen major credit granting retail trades. 
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TABLE 8. Retail Consumer Credit — Sales and Accounts Receivable 1951 
(in millions of dollars) 


sal Accounts receivahle 
a A at December 31 


Kind of business 


Cash 


Instalment Charge Total Instalment Charge Total 


Departmentiacc:ccrsr. cctmoeniress W1.0 901.7 48.6 hie Al 
MOGOnsViGNOICT Cr a. ccccaccersccerscotcatwsr Jb OBO. at 458.8 1,954.8 66.0 alent 
Men’ s).ClOtnings4cscs. oecsceees +e neo 160. 2 8.4 199.0 8.6 11.4 
Bam yecloGningyccscercere:csseseeececess 136. 2 eo 176.3 7.4 NBG 
Womens) Cloth ingscsee.cerree tess 157.0 2.4 USiee Tel es 
Hard WANG Wisccc acne ronatece cate eeaes ses 129.9 5.8 202.0 18.6 19.5 
PU (Stg 6D UND clo, PRE Repernionibe tions inmate 78.0 61.0 168.7 Des 256 
Appliance and radio ..................+ 63.2 53.4 152.6 Hove} 26.8 
SAWEILETY ates. s isvecde oR neem reese Dilan 14.2 82.3 4.0 SaZ 
Grocery and combination ............ 

(independent), chvsesccsccsenvscarces 818.1 _ 1,099.4 29.8 29.8 
@ountryzegeneral ...ccnsircrsseuesten so Bye, Ps _ BOA Ne Wi Sipe sis Peal 
CWoalPand WOOd | .<ccceiecettercetcdes sees 99.2 — 204.4 25.9 25.9 
Garages and filling stations ...... 399.9 — 526.4 28.5 PAS 9) 
AlllwotivertradeSincctteweaterscsces ose BnOo le O iPala 4 4,141.8 111.1 130.3 

Sect Raa is herent 7,532.7 816. 2 10, 517.3 401.5 505.5 
In table 8 above it is evident that the instalment partially supplement the consumer credit outstandings 
accounts receivabie of motor vehicle dealers are not of $505,500,000 above, the consumer portion of 
in proper relationship to instalment sales. This is financing done by sales finance and acceptance 
because the greater portion of instalment sales made corporations is shown below. 


by the dealer is sold to finance companies. To. 


TABLE 9. Financing of Instalment Sales by Finance Companies 1951 


Commodity 
qaimount. || % of tobaiin Mcgee 4 a esamae 
Consumers’ goods: 

ING WEDESSCUREMCALSiS. £255 See ee eR, Re cee 113,660 80,469 43.2 
WISCUSDASSEN PCr Carmen ti yn meen Satter tes Lh ee et 141,488 80, 208 43.0 
UAT OS tracts eect asec soents sneer essere otc sae enter er eee ee nae od oN 4,996 3, 286 Lal 
EU RpU SPO EVGEETN “SA TVENE DOA MEOS Si eet cape bun He a ota Sia ac ons caeacesae cneicened 14,881 9,164 4.9 
CUE TUL GUC Sater ca cesevccecsececcactte see etter yu RC Ra ee See TE et ne ck 4,648 2,929 1.6 
Other consumer goods (Clothing, jewellery etc.)......cccccececseeeees 19,915 10,372 5.6 

FEOCAl, CONSUM CEIE OOS yess fi cccccsona tac cevtote weer ease cs dace. 299, 558 186, 428 100% 


OT 
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Operating Results of Retail Chain Stores — 1951 


Biennial surveys are conducted on operating 
results of certain retail and wholesale business 
classifications. In 1950 such a survey was taken on 
independent retail stores, summary results for which 
were included in the 1950 General Review of Retail 
Statistics. The 1951 results of retail chain stores 
are shown here, Ten principal retail trades were 
covered, with profit and loss statements received 
from practically all firms surveyed. More detail on 


TABLE 10. Main Operating Results, Retail Chain Stores, 1951 


operating results is contained in the three bulletins 
published. 

Gross profits for the ten trades were lowest in 
foods and ranged from 15.53% of net sales for grocery 
chains to 37.79% for variety store chains. Salaries 
and wages and also total operating expenses were 
greatest in relation to sales for drug store chains. 
Food store chains, with lowest gross profits, ex- 
perienced more rapid stock turnover than other trades. 


Net Net pro- 


: Gross | *alaries Total Net nore fit be- Stock 
Kind of business ; and Occupancy| operating | operating . fore in- turn- 
profit : trading 
wages expenses 1 profit : come tax over 
income A 
deduction 


SET OG ON Visee se ceseerer ascot csees tees htcc ugeeesses 15. 53 808 
COMDINAtLON gees cee cea eee crece eee 15. 82 To DU 
NEC AL eecee cs ets teteetees sce sensetivescsee <p acess ines 15. 84 9.82 
MenSeClOUnING %o-c-cccctesccccc-esvesvobe cone 28-00 14.07 
WOMENS -CLOUMIMG te.c-ccceareccseccaesenecat 282 30 12. 16 
Arh ya CLOUM MS eecnc-ccaeessececeseseecnes 28. 78 14. 56 
SN OGHeseecse Cee Tesco te ins eues latests Biles 14.61 
WVATLOLY csc ccect stu neseces tects cacceccavessacesecraye 37. 79 Wee AUN 
MOEA Oeste oe ies eet nate cv auessaedctccestduceseseceee 33. 74 18.03 
EUIPTIA CIE Gorse steerer eeetee ss cesveet nc es, 2 ace 30. 68 12. 62 


1. Includes salaries and wages, and occupancy. 


PP OP wR wo oo 


- 19 
-01 


34 
41 
75 
06 
o7 
02 
27 
39 


per cent of net sales 


per year 
14. 12 1. 4} 0. 14 ibe a5) 10. 60 
12. 67 3.15 0. 19 3. 34 18. 21 
15. 40 0. 44 0. 06 0. 50 44. 33 
26. 22 2. 93 0. 26 2s 8, 2. 49 
25. 56 2. 76 0. 31 3. 07 3. 74 
26. 77 2.01 0.93 2. 94 3. 39 
26. 48 5. 10 0. 06 5. 16 2. 46 
27. 64 10. 15 0. 44 10. 59 4.90 
30. 53 3h, 7 0. 89 4. 10 3. 65 
Dies 3. 46 1.05 4.51 3. 09 


Epmonp Cuovutirr, C.M.G., O.A., D.S.P., Queen’s Printer and Controller of Stationery, Ottawa, 1953. 
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NOTICE 


The annual reports prepared by the Industry and Merchandising Division of the 
Bureau of Statistics are divided into 3 volumes, as follows: Volume I —The Primary 
Industries, including mining, forestry and fisheries; Volume If — Manufacturing: Volume III 
— Merchandising and Services, 


Volume III consists of the following parts with individual trade reports listed under 
each: 


Part 1 — Wholesale Statistics 


A — Wholesale Trade (not issued 1952) 
*B — Operating Results of Food Wholesalers 25¢ 
*C — Operating Results of Dry Goods, Piece Goods and Footwear 
Wholesalers, 25¢ 
*D — 1 Operating Results of Automotive Parts and Accessories 
Wholesalers, 25¢ 
2 Operating Results of Drug Wholesalers, 25¢ 
3 Operating Results of Hardware Wholesalers, 25¢ 
4 Operating Results of Plumbing and Heating Equipment 
Wholesalers, 25¢ 


Part il — Retail Statistics 


FE — General Review — (to be discontinued in 1953) 
F' — Retail Trade, 50¢ 
G — Retail Chain Stores, 50¢ 
*H — Operating Results of Chain Food Stores, 25¢ 
*I — Operating Results of Chain Clothing Stores, 25¢ 
*J — 1 Operating Results of Chain Variety Stores, 25¢ 
2 Operating Results of Chain Drug Stores, 25¢ 
3 Operating Results of Chain Furniture Stores, 25¢ 
K — Operating Results of Independent Food Stores, 25¢ 
L, — Operating Results of Independent Clothing Stores, 25¢ 
M — Operating Results of Independent Hardware, Furniture, 
Appliance and Radio Stores, 25¢ 
N — Operating Results of Filling Stations & Garages, 25¢ 
O — 1 Operating Results of Independent General Stores, 25¢ 
2 Operating Results of Independent Restaurants, 25¢ 
3 Operating Results of Independent Fuel Dealers, 25¢ 
4 Operating Results of Independent Drug Stores, 25¢ 
5 Operating Results of Independent Jewellery Stores, 25¢ 
6 Operating Results of Independent Tobacco Stores, 25¢ 
P — Retail Consumer Credit 


Part If — Services and Special Fields 


~Q — Laundries, Cleaners and Dyers, 25¢ 
R — Motion Picture Theatres, Exhibitors, 25¢ 
S — Hotels, 25¢ 
T — Sales Financing, 25¢ 
/“U — Farm Implement and Equipment Sales, 25¢ 
/_N — New Motor Vehicle Sales and Motor Vehicle Financing, 25¢ 
W — Advertising Agencies (Memorandum), 10¢ 
X — Motion Picture Production (Memorandum), 10¢ 


The reports are punched to permit filing in a ring binder, 


* Biennial reports — not issued for 1952, 
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GENERAL REVIEW OF RETAIL STATISTICS 
1952 


The summary Statistics of retai] trade presented 
here are estimates projected from the 1951 Census 
of Distribution results. The 1951 figures shown, 
however, are subject to slight revision sinee they 
were obtained from the first Census tabulation and 
certain minor changes have subsequently been 
necessary. Full detail ofthe retail] portion of the 


Census of Distribution will appear shortly in Census 


Volume 8. | 

Accurate comparison of current total retail trade 
with years prior to 1951 is not possible until inter- 
censal revisions, 1941-1951, have been made. The 
1951 Census level of sales did not correspond with 
the estimates projected from 1941. Since the adjust- 


The retail statistics summarized here cover the 
results of five main survey projects which are of a 
continuing nature: tota] retail sales, estimated from 
a sample of stores; department store sales and 
stocks by depattments; retail chain store statistics 
from an annual full coverage survey; retail consumer 
credit; and operating results and financial] structure 
of independent retail stores, from a sample panel. 
Information on the first three surveys is available 
monthly, retail consumer credit quarterly, and the 
operating results series biennially. In any provintial 


‘breakdown shown, Newfoundland forms part of the 


category ‘‘Atlantic Provinces’’ and the Yukon and 
Northwest Territories are included with British 


ments for these differences, by trades and provinces, Columbia. 
are not yet completed, historical data are not shown 
except for Census years. 

Retail Trade 


Estimated retail sales in 1952 amounted to 
$11,575,478,000, or 8.6% higher than the 1951 sales. 
Sales of motor vehicle dealers, in excess of two 


billion dollars, were the largest-of any single trade © 


and rose 12% above the sales of 1951. Sales of gro- 
cery and combination stores alse exceeded the two 
billion mark, and at $2,039,454,000 were 7% above 
the 1951 level. 


A comparison of total sales and chain store sales 
by trades and provinces shows a predominance of 
chains in the variety and food trades. Chaim stores 
accounted for 20% of total sales in Ontario’ in 1952 ° 
and the ratio decreased to 13% in Saskatchewan. 
For purposes of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, 
firms operating four or more retail outlets under the 
Same ownership and carrying an the same or related 
lines business are classed as retail chains. 


TABLE 1. Total Retail Saies and Chain Store Sales Compared 
For Selected Kinds of Business and Provinces 
(Sales in millions of dollars) 


1951 1952 


kind of Business 


Chains Total Chain Stores 
% of Sales 
total % of total % of total 
$ 

Grocery and combination stores.......... 29.5 9.9 SoTL OSD 34. 5 
IMCAG SCONE Sieacccecccecesk cote stevecesvocs veneer cxcecees 10.7 6.6 Soni 164. 4 4.2 
WAFLCUVISUOLES eerecmictre coneaccscese skis socccosscere 89.1 4.5 84.1 21350 84.0 
MeGir-S ClOLMIND: SCOPES. sc cccrscce se sesvee cessases 13.7 2561: 12.4 209, 4 11.9 
WAMIUY CLONING BSEOPES) seccce et coetvers ese. cee 11S 2 40.0 206 ¢ 203. 2 16.3 
WOMEN’S ClOURINESEOLCS --sas<<ssssvesiees 220 1332 40.7 2A ad 203.8 21.8 
NOPE SLOPES ierns ccccaovatacccotencvcescrscevocscceors 2104 38.0 34. 1 116.4 Boel 
HATO WARE (SGOLES ic. cc tsosesceecestecsssccsteavesezces 5.9 Zee 5.4 235. 0 5. 4 
Lumber and building materia] dealers 23e1 467 20.9 380. 1 2389 
RE METAG ECT SUOLE Sects couer: sascecetacvsetesusaseoseus 22. 9 37.0 2005 ident 24.6 
Appliance and radio Stores.........ecccesess 225.3 41.7 19.8 ZOoaeis 20.1 
FUCSL AINDIA US etcccedecucdescecscsus; scvcerbcctessecestie 17.9 2952 G54 NW al O25 
PUR SUOT OS er esctitetoccescecrncerarccsecccssatccsoves 18s52 31.0 12.5 267. 1 1275 
GUI ACCOUBUOLG Sortecs sedusssncevesbiyvosisvescesrsiss 25. 4 21.6 89.3 1955 

Zoval Canada, all trades «......--..<2-0. a By er 16.2 |11,575.5 16.7 
PP ME APAATIC TO TAGL woe cecctacecentonscs an ceusuenverecse 1 1 rh G4 
PTINCS! Hd ward Island ....ccc-cccccocsvoseisssieee gal 6o3 2 1.0 978. 0 5° 
PIE hs SOU ET os secssdoeicacass ocnteniascbekenensnececies 1223 19.5 ~4 16,2 r . 
INGE RSP USVI shcssersvecsceebescesyesovercecoucsses 14,2 19.4 Saf 18.1 
PIN OA cB ove eesent bee er castes keassnssecsephdcewene 18.0 16.0 Ess) 14e 3k 2.66279 bbcat 
CDER ELI paccakiervert cassotbeoouvanvececrewiinwecesdbecasdecs 193.5 20.9 9 19.4 | 4,387.9 20.0 
DARA IINEL iin spacoaabncual eroech oat nedonsinecowoursert oven Nh RY 13.0 a6 1256 645. 2 13.0 
SPIRES TTS WET creck bus cb ncvin wxeeneevunnsawnecacady 18.0 17. 4 rae Ae | 762.4 P2535 
PR MNCS SY ie i nant esos yacasobocntotiesawencd tot pacecoatwe 14.1 165.3 a2, 135.¢ 944, 1 Lost 
Per iae 0 TTD) Gis copes sb sacs de ye somnasndinenseesce 19.9 20.8 20 16.0 | 1,194.9 16:2 


1. Not available. 
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TABLE 2. Estimated Retail Trade — By Provinces and Kinds of Business, 1952 


(in thous ands of dollars) 
: : - itish 
S| | 
11,575,478 


944,123 |1,1%, 902 


Atlantic 


Kind of business Drones 


Total, all trades...............ces0e 978, 017|2, 662, 908/4,387, 871} 645,232] 762,425 


770,314} 94,196} 80,266] 113,824 191, 363 
63, 819 5, 906 i.gOl! a.on, 22,021 
99,577] 48,138). 69,832) 61,.949 56, 745 

334,159} 96,017; 56,149) 96,319; 156,279 
95; 189 5, 430 7,558) 11,433 12,093 

774,855] 121,436] 198,768] 219,791] 240, 284 

216,350} 23,220) 29,021 |" 50; 16 47,577 
96, 327 6,546 8,475| 16,037 16,447 
59, 281 8, 443 8,820; 11,809 11, 306 
87, 480 5, 766 8,283} 15,529 25, 694 
50,170 3, 626 3,038 5,319 10,538 
83,518 13, 289| 25,024) 27,889 22,465 


201,479 

Teal 
111, 296 
80,532 
21, 964 
155, 109 
40,462 
13, 374 
30, 033 
9, 963 
8, 211 
14, 238 


588,012 
42, 644 
98, 805 

176,573 
60,005 

408, 952 

96,895 

52, 184 

73,546 

51,062 

35, 455 

48,558 


2,039, 454 
164, 434 
546, 342 
996, 028 
213, 672 

ZL OLS 
503, 711 
209, 390 
203, 238 
203, 777 
116,357 

234, 981 


Grocery and combination stores 
WIC ALES OLE Sreccscussessencseeqnnee 
GOMET a] SUOFES: cececesscccssssessceeese 
Department stores .......... 


Warlety, StOreS)..ccsdsececvsscossccesescest 
Motor vehicle dealers ............. 
Garages and filling stations.... 
Men’s clothing stores .......... 

Family clothing stores ........... 


Women’s clothing stores .......... 
SHGCRSL ONO Se ot iteacs tees csecwocrsde sess 


Hardware Stores. <vs.desssses.<0 


Lumber and building materials 
MOnIGiS heea hee. ie, ce oea eter cewssees 


380, 073 
177, 654 
294, 228 
457, 073 
234, 513 
267, 067 
115, 966 

89, 282 
2, 049, 043 


15,179 
12,327 
12,309 
22, 288 
17, 868 
18, 338 
7,031 

2, 238 
176, 307 


61,908 
61, 805 
44,792 
115,574 
67, 310 
53, 223 
23, 946 
22, 140 
479,519 


134,685] 39,182} 44,305] 51,838 32, 976 
74,517 3,505 2,826] 11,042 11, 632 
120,303; 14,306)" 14,397)" 17,050 31, 070 
173,446} 25,216) 27,291) 40,760 52,498 
118, 647 7,351 5,978 702 17, 057 
116, 352 16,436) 15,556) 19,544 27,618 
52, 393 6,005 5,913 Trowe 13,399 


54, 762 1,455 “1,069 2, 088 5,530 
B14 727 99,763] 142,695} 148,722 190, 310 


Department Stores 


FOUPTEGUFERSUONCStiectecsececsezes vesseres 
Appliance and radio dealers.... 
IUCSUAUL ANUS cscconvave screectsessuseeusavees 
Buels Calers .cesccccecacvesectseseseseee 
DEUCE SLOPES ccccwccecccces secs ctaesevccaeee 
JSEWOIELY ISLOLESivcnceseecstesesescsestes 
MODACE OESUOLES i a.c.cesccnteeeesece not 
PAUL SOUNETAUACCSutccavmssonecs 


Data on department store sales and stocks for 30 tables, information is compiled weekly and monthly 
departments are collected and published monthly. on the percentage change in sales from the previous 
This detail by months is also contained in the bulle- year by provinces. 


tin ‘‘Retail Trade 1952’’.In addition tothe following 


TABLE 3. Department Store Sales by Provinces, 1951 and 1952 


Change 


Province 
1952/1951 


$’000 $000 


Canada. 5 ottciescoecnstesess 914, 89 996, 028 + 8.9 
ANMANCLG APE OV IT COG: wrecct teeta sec selene ane ee 69, 644 BONoS2 + 15.6 
suehre hysoadnech orencaducnwacer once cen w¥eresencstctrtedessncecetete ti cteae ee 165, 266 LG, os ae Wats’ 
OMLATIO seessresesersrnreesesnanesseeeenrseeneeee 308,557 334, 159 yiSers 
MATIIUGIG.. <cccaceces ertcs cc acco teen ete nce ee 93, 434 96,017 ame Paste. 
SES AOCHS WED - ce ecn ssncunetesatintessicnedt rien. ccieel 50,898 56, 149 + 10.3 
AIDOTLA severest esnsescersennseseerenarneeettnarstnesce 86, 414 96, 319 am Wl G3) 
BYbbisih’ © OUUMD Bat xe ste oss eeczedes 140, 626 156, 279 


GENERAL REVIEW OF RETAIL STATISTICS E-7 


TABLE 4. Department Store Sales and Stocks by Departments 1951 and 1952 
Stocks at 
Department 1952 
Change (at selling 


$’000 $’000 % $’000 
SLOCA I aE DALCINENLS cocts cre ssts cco ttapcecsvesccscocvecssvceccesevscvesites so usweestes 914, 8&9 996, 028 + 8.9 186,118 
Women’s and misses’ dresses.. Beak esaa cach accor ss crecesteaserssenieescoscee yd, DEST 32, 364 + 0.4 3,301 
Women’s and misses’ coats and. suits .. Soaussceaeuenent sredceivescactestotsesorerse se 26, 835 28,817 + 7.4 Ds TZ 
Women’s and misses’ sportswear .. WSesaetsee ce tcensaonee rede asen cs sousseabansesees Zone 25, 849 + 11.2 3,959 
EQUBS Brcctee ecccceenotare cece ce case cere cece cues cose cece sucsccatecsecerser ease iv dnsacevecacssteccncdeecsess 13,181 15, 859 + 20.3 4, 136 
GME Pam INTANUSY swiCalieererecctetesesocccecceees te vencoes sotetntescovaravteeete seer ssvesseens 40,679 NO As + 23.4 6,929 
Lingerie and corsets . RS sega take eoece codeetoes sepeaate dace vocstenienccue 34,551 39, 196 ap eh! 6, 929 
Aprons, housedresses ‘and uniforms... Do bavsivecestlececes esteceseucucesserescseassusvsess 6, 868 7,419 ae texyld) 7189 
Millinery... Bey eh AA ted Bay ine Aa Ey 9,185 10, 016 + 9.0 670 
Hosiery and. apparel accessories . Bee teeededersuecs cacereseessearecevesieechnsess 38, 251 40, 242 1 Dae 6, 232 
Women’s, misses’ and children’s shoes Donat a calcoine 26 8o te ce soc eenseae soseteseaesses 40, 066 43, 154 ae Iles El 10, 393 
Men’s clothing SESS ASO ABER ACRE OE Sle Oes 32, 359 +. 4.3 6,622 
Men’s furnishings... RR RAE Ae Ad SSE ens sae eS © 45, 085 49, 538 ae AS \ad) 8, 334 
Boy’s clothing and furnishings... eS elena ethene alin seein cr lite ena ete Sein ates 24,951 BAT (4 Bake! en PAL) 5,069 
Men’s and boys’ shoes.. Sduacsssecoctaron de ceavecases ce cetvadedsdescousevie ecu svewsseute 16,681 Wr i nee Cus, 4, 060 
Food and kindred eqs Oc) Sein Rk ath ch ci eA a 65, 938 66, 498 a (Ohy882 3,401 
Toiletries, cosmetics and drugs... Docc cota totsacte be wvaudsbecctonect coveus susteate 22, 290 24,494 tI 9 4,891 
Photographic oe ee and d supplies . Daven tasteneceucceconrerercteoceee seni weceaete 2,946 By, DAst! - 14.4 7189 
Piece goods........... REP ee eae eee ener eee cae maseeoas da sued adsense eidoe se cubscsetoeeoventees 23,691 23, 605 - 0.4 8.089 
Linens and domestics | PERSE Teco aus Sonn te sco coacen tori vais ctatiessaietaseeaersoeeencoooee 33, 469 36, 608 + 9.4 (Si CAP 
Smal]lwares.. Mente ede Secsec do ece neces eectee Soave RESREGe CER Se cece scorer a ccsoneosettaeees os 19,505 20, 686 cm Ose 5, 673 
China and glassware. BES eee Ree a ee eRe anes ca atone Hoey coc tree lncese eeonebuets 13,014 13, 770 ap ty 0) 08 
FLOOBLE EIEN Sabres ce sccee ee cece cocccce oe reo oaks aes Sones cae a ceoe eee e gous aaue a eneaee ness Ss aM aos} 59, 902 ae Git! 17,499 
Furniture .. Resse s See Seen ce erecta cone cesthc nc sece tite st ce deve ccsesetecconsTccrciseoeesesebore 52,298 60, O11 ap) Way NA Bis 
Major appliances... Cesta detec ere tne D atten er eve basa ev dcueeleveqt ice neks ecebeutcostetecteres 31,653 38, 388 ap Ail, ASRS} 
Radio and music. ae Race eeeee mee ve sserseneacks ce se cuserimessthoriedusctaeeses ioteeeee ea He 16,114 ae sis II 4,026 
Hardware and housewares .. eset ee Tee ea eee R ce tert av ensuces Peete cose cswsecoosete 54,198 hy Lay up (a ees 2 
SEW Cll Cteyincescecescccrste ctecevece<ccecccoeecccatetces coerce ace eeedeeeGav eens ce see ee ave bane vaslneets 19,275 20, 448 mm (6) JI 6,796 
SVOLUIMP WS OOD SWAN GO UG Cage ectcrerecccesnccesccresen corsecesdesscbrcs sccedosscoereosebeeses $15), Maul 39, 215 ap Vile 6,626 
SLALIONCHYs WOOKS ANGE ALA ZING Sicccte.sestcs ccnttets -ckehecocccectsovetesciss cossveceeots 15,673 16,981 a Bh 3, 380 
MImOLBCT ACE DATUM ETL scereceetse eres cone cteerc eect ones stiece se ckestenossct seavcele vcs scree 74,432 78, 665 ear 7,474 
Chain Stores 
Monthly data are compiled on chain store sales The sales volume of chain stores has expanded 
and stocks for certain major trades. Chain store from 487 million dollars in 1930 to approximately 
estimates are also included and published in the 1,930 millions in 1952. The 458 chain store firms 
monthly retail trade bulletins. In addition, all known operated 7,935 stores, paid salaries amounting to 
retail chains are surveyed annuallyto produce statis- $154,979,900 and held stocks to the value of 
tics on the main features of their operation. $176,698,900 in stores and $56,820,500 in ware- 


houses at the end of the year. 


TABLE 5. Summary Statistics of Retail Chain Stores in Canada, 1930-1952 


Number of 


Stocks on hand at 
year end 


Salaries and} Accounts 


wages paid | outstand- 
Year Average to store ing at 
Amount per einployees | year end Stores Warehouses 
store 


$ $ $ $ 
ESSA) secesasseacsccsst ox 487,335,000} 60,187] 50,404, 900 60, 457, 200 2 
Ech icolee sceerestsegucers 328,902,600| 41,633] 34,820,600 43, 995, 100 2 
1S 2) a es ere 414, 133,300) 56,375] 39, 289,500 |33,526, 200| 48, 550, 700 |12, 280,000 


iS ey Vie ee ee eee 
VED ecdeareeaisese teases 
PDE we terascs as beers? 
LOE eons kes encerenseanen 
TODA rears ee ve 


639, 210,400 
1,014, 846, 700 
1,559, 693, 100 
1,726,354, 400 
1,929, 750, 000 


83, 864 
154, 725 
217, 986 
227,601 
251, 926 


57, 777, 200 
77, 474, 400 
129, 334, 200 
144, 791, 700 
154,979, 900 


68,619, 200 |20, 975, 600 
85, 345, 200 |37, 436, 400 
159, 082, 900 |60, 501, 400 
178, 799, 300 |59, 504, 400 
176, 698, 900 |56, 820, 500 


38,376, 100 
19, 642, 600 
65,000, 500 
53, 169, 000 
79,516,500 


1 Obtained by averaging the number at the beginning, middle and end of the year. 
2. Not available. 
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TALLE 6. Principal Statistics of Retail] Chain Stores in Canada, 1952, by Kinds of Business 


Salaries and Stocks on hand 


Kind of business Total sales wages paid to 
chains store employees at year end 
(Stores) 
$ $ $ 

Total, All Chains «....-...:scecereseeseseeseneeseeeesesseneenenees 458 7,935 | 1, 929, 750, 000 154, 979, 900 176, 698, 900 
Food Group, total ..........c-sscscccsccscesssssesscceesoeecncosevenes 70 1, 659 724, 220, 800 44, 852, 700 21, 232, 100 
Bakery, PROMUCUSESUONCS| scceccecarestes-cens ot -ceeaestaneres 9 151 6, 113, 300 917, 500 103, 200 
Candy and confectionery SUOres ..............ssesseeees 15 Quel 7, 963, 100 1,004, 000 219, 300 
GTOCETV I SCOLGS sec tes caceosacsesietecacacecs her sacesseosscnescaseses 8 281 43, 702, 300 2, 675, 800 2, 261,000 
GSO MOINATLONIS TOES teeceicssesereseeanecte eee seeceeeeeeeneree es hal 905 659, 554, 200 39, 648, 700 18, 504, 200 
Manan Cl Steeconcotcscccvamecven oanccesstunacewstssavsests sessenes 45 6, 887, 900 606, 700 144, 400 
(Of eirY a) gal MSU Rte. cosceqnene sceccerencacone.cecaneanonoageanesocucétiactac 28 403 37, 840, 600 3, 216, 300 12,372, 200 
General merchandise group, total .....-.....-:::-ssee 31 739 203, 180, 800 28, 699, 000 25,571,500 
General menChandiSe Stone Sicsccessesteacccstesccesn esses 14 125 23, 562, 500 2, 583, 600 4, 496, 300 
WArlOEVASLORC Guu cane ode seer oer ree 17 614 179, 618, 300 26, 115, 400 21,075, 200 
Automotive croup, total! ....:::...-.cissccts...cccrncnavansdons 13 126 42,025, 400 4, 830, 500 5,531, 600 
NMOLOR Ve NlCTe: CEA ChGiec..2..caseasustete, cossescce-saceanec ss 4 33 23, 529, 400 2, 391, 700 4,033, 100 
FAMMAMe <StavlOnsunccss-.teceee- pap ee peeaip tt cna vane Roma 4 48 3, 804, 100 456, 500 164, 300 
Other automotive accessories StoreS............00- 5 45 14, 691, 900 1, 982, 300 1, 334, 200 
Aprarel croup; total sic iossargcacanreescesende xecucteccacentes 112 1,466 144, 108, 600 15, 490, 900 27, 146, 600 
Men’s and boy’s clothing and furnishings stores 23 219 24, 909, 200 2, 840, 900 4, 813, 000 
FCAMMUVeGLOCMIMGES LOLS casters crete serene or secece ems ores 23 147 33, 239, 000 3,945, 100 6, 986, 300 
Women’s apparel and accessories stores ........ 32 474 44, 410, 800 SrilsonoO0 Opell. 000 
SHOPMSEONE Sorrsscarnseesocass ses rae aan, we eae even ES 34 626 41, 549, 600 4,981, 400 10, 233, 800 
Building materials group, total ...................ssccceeeeee 42 830 105, 425, 300 7, 733, 300 25, 305,500 
Ard WAreeStORES: resesrcccscpectoss earcrecsssese ene eee ial 57 12,672, 400 1,505, 100 2, 883, 800 
Lumber and building material dealers .............. 28 7152 90, 819, 700 6,011, 500 21, 942,000 
Paint, varnish and wallpaper stores ................ 3 a 1, 933, 200 216, 700 479, 700 
‘“urniture-household-radio group, total ................ 41 606 94, 983, 300 13, 231, 400 19, 115, 900 
ECUSHTEMEG BS LOLS 4 ccsa,seecl ete ete cette ea 17 203 43, 784, 100 4,182, 100 10, 717, 900 
Household appliance, radio and music stores 24 403 51, 199, 200 9,049, 300 8, 398, 000 
Restaurants croup total ouc.c.02c-7-2.cnscasces-civcreoesteeiees 27 319 29, 834, 100 7, 766, 300 439, 600 
CEN FECA GIGESS y7 COLANTcsees xcocctdagtsavanes-ctecttaapenis 94 1, 787 548, 131, 100 29, 159, 500 39, 983, 900 
DIUPRSLOLES Use. een: 4 ee Lhe be 5 Oly 334 33, 503, 600 5,028, 800 5, 204, 700 
PE ULERY BCOTE Sr cha. c.o cee Ree ea OY 11 94 35, 972, 600 5, 149, 300 6,545, 800 

FR Tipe en ie " 
; obacco BOWES Seesaw ate 5 219 17, 442, 400 1, 602, 900 1, 200, 400 
wea stores. ....... sesssonnaneecnncncnnnnngncencneneesnsssssaseenuen 5 ip 3, 035, 600 300, 400 191, 500 
Miscellaneous kinds of business ...........cccccceeee 46 1, 108 458, 176, 900 17,078, 100 26, 841, 500 
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Retail Consumer Credit 


Estimates or retail consumer credit — sales and 
accounts receivable — have not yet been revised to 
the 1951 Census benchmark of credit. In this issue, 
therefore, the continuity of credit statistics has not 
been broken. Total sales as shown in the following 
table will not agree with retail trade totals. 


Cash sales in 1952 at $7,733,400,000 showed a 
nominal] increase over 1951 while instalment sales 


increased substantially from $816,200,000 to 
$1,269,200,000. Unpaid accounts of $688,500,000 at 
the end of 1952 were considerably greater than at 
December 31, -.1951. The relaxation of regulations 
during the year would account for part of this in- 
crease. Sales and accounts receivable are shown in 
the following table for major credit-granting retail 
trades. 


TABLE 7. Retail Consumer Credit — Sales and Accounts Receivable 1952 
(in millions of dollars) 


Kind of business 


DO PAR UMC IG aearesseescccncreccsesccecsceeecensecueseverstors 
MOLORVCIICIOM, tern, cscssersocctevesssnenevsrdsccnecnos 
Menes- ClOUnIN oer scseserostccctcccveressscce tshcicrocs 
UAV Vas CLOLBND Sacect oceverstetetacecesesecesoccosmtectee 
WORTEN S 1 ClOCHIMP eas csssererstetecettestsiovenccteceost 
TEALOWAl Cacterncteccstenssvessucsveerettsessveresaretersesseke 


SOW CLLOPVincsseatecopsscsetsverez-nateseratoressecsescbsvcesos 
Grocery and combination (independent) 
COUNTY SOMEL Aly assess sscestessvetors sessecooeoneusnose 
Om Wand WOOd ercrectecne:coree-siasscscsrercosssnesee 


866. 4 
383. 4 
Dek 
419.3 
3,581.1 


Garages tandpillineistationiSes.......1ocerecsesrs 
AUUROUPET LRA CCState teers 5. c-sscstnestees<isvereccenners 


7, 733. 4 


PO RSP Ore re rere sererorererererererere 


Instalment accounts receivable do not represent, 
in al] cases, the unpaid balance from instalment 
sales, since some trades sel] instalment paper to 
sales finance companies. In addition to the instal- 
ment receivables above, on the books of retail dea- 
lers, sales finance companies held $372,778,000 of 


205. 1 


1, 269. 2 


Accounts receivable 
at December 31 


Ee 


Total 


977.7 78.0 59. 0 137.0 
2,138.4 7.9 71.0 78.9 
204.7 3-3 11.5 14.8 
189.7 6.8 9.6 16.4 
202.6 0.9 10.0 10.9 
209.8 2.6 19.7 Des 8s 
202.0 47. 2 8.7 55-9 
175.5 38.7 9.6 48.3 
87.1 6 4.4 14.0 
1,148.6 30. 2 30. 2 
534. 3 35. 2 35.2 
210.1 25. 6 25.6 
552. 4 30. 3 30. 3 
4,470.9 4 168.7 


2,301. 2 | 11,303. 8 


unpaid accounts from the sale of consumers’ goods 
consisting of: $298,600,000 from passenger cars; 
$46,717,000 from appliances and radio; $6,551,000 
from furniture sales and $20,910,000 from other 
consumers goods. 


Operating Results and Financial Structure 


Independent retail stores in twenty major retail 
trades were surveyed for 1952 profit and loss and for 
balance sheet data as at the end of the year. More 
detail on the various financial] statement items is 
contained in the various bulletins under the same 
title as above. Here, only two major expense items 
are shown, together with total expenses and gross 
and net profit. 


The balance sheet ratios represent results of 
only stores with annual] sales of over $20,000 and 
are briefly defined as follows: 


Current ratio — current assets to current liabi- 
lities 

Liquidity ratio — current assets which can be 
quickly converted to cash (cash, accounts 


receivable, 
liabilities 
Working Capital to Net Worth — working capital 
(current assets less current liabilities) to pro- 
prietor’s equity in the business 
Worth-Debt ratio — net worth to total liabilities 
Turnover of Capital — net sales to total] assets 
used in the business. 


bonds and securities) to current 


Data on operating results and financial structure 
are shown here -in percentage to net sales and in 
ratio form respectively. In these studies, unincor- 
porated and incorporated businesses are separated 
and, in each, results are presented by occupancy 
basis (owned or rented). The regular series of bulle- 
tins also shows results by various sales-size groups. 
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MERCHANDISING AND SERVICES 


TABLE 8. Profits and Expenses for Selected Independent Retail Trades, 1952 


Trade 


Unincorporated: 


G9 (OY GLS) oy Roe ee eee eRe SoBe RRP obec ea eee eis 


TL Oa eee oe eee ee 


EU URW RetsAOUOL WM EVeX S) Fo) 0) (every een o ne rere rere ners 
CONTE CLIUON CY ete ccccc cea ee wees cs eee erence 
IMGT Sa GUG UNE Dy cence ee co eent ee hore anes canes: ee 


Women sSuC lO CNT C> c.Saerwat he > ..cs. cee eee eee 


ADDIMANCesAN GC Ta ClOmes 2c. <. meceeee ne Rene s ce eee eee ee cn ees 


BUMS ES CE GION G5. -eeeeace ee eee eee ene 


Garages 


General stores 


Peotit aces Occupancy ES 
13.8 oe 
14.6 4. 
Ts Bi Dal Ye 
Ife 4.4 3.8 
18.8 ae B} 4.8 
26. 6 6.9 4.8 
26. 8 See 5-8 
24.4 7.0 4.4 
Phe Tf fot 5.4 
25.9 Tos 4.0 
Die Ho 8 4.9 
26.4 Soul Sto & 
20. 1 Lot 4.2 
29.9 a9 ig il 
14.6 4.0 2.4 
38.9 se 9.0 
20.4 ob) Pe 
29. 1 ul 4. 
39.5 -0 1h 
1655 eal 3. 
PDB 
29.3 
29.8 
30.0 
PM fe: 
22.0 
34.1 
41.8 


(Items expressed as percentages of net sales) 


1. Includes income tax and, for Unincorporated stores, proprietors salaries. 


Net 
Profit! 


CO ho O> +Os ice Fd cy 6S COM Co Ss Oo Ou KO) Cee et OD 


on FD ANY wo Oo O&O 
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TABLE 9. Balance Sheet Ratios in Retail Trade as at December 31, 1952 


Current Liquidity Working Capttal’| ~ worth Debt Plea hs 
Ratio Ratio Net Worth Ratio Capital 
Trade 
nm sn en 
Unincorporated: 
GTO CETY vosepstessseverecosessesvesnere : 3. 36 2.19 3. 56 De 41 
COMbPINA WON ersteses-rer---c0res~ 2.31 1.67 4. 00 6.23 
MCat, Si sssvssseseersssverevesesseesesses Sho Zeal 3. 92 7.53 
Fruit and Vegetables ........ 4.76 2. 64 4.10 Sas 
GOnTECHLONELY iassvercss5sv-re0- 2-49 2-64 3.04 5e 40 
Menus Clothing wrcressscrceces+<+s 2.56 1.61 1.41 1291 
WOMEN? SsClOPNIN Gaescsccesecers 2. 39 1. 58 1.78 2-76 
Han VrClOUNIMCtssteessercesness 2-84 1.86 1.42 1.92 
SILO CS Gravetecceets censcsvaiers-0%% <csese 2.45 PAK) 1. 36 1.93 
LATO WAT Cmercesterasecsscrssecs 000i 3. 26 2-95 1. 48 2.04 
PUUrniture tracscrccsssesepsseseve ssi 2-24 1.07 1. 26 1. 57 
Appliance and radio.......... 1.94 1.07 1.70 2. 46 
PUIN eIStaclOns,...ccaterss.toe>s 2-82 2 59 3.14 8.76 
ALAS CSieerevecctoscsarsrersccrenses 2.05 2. 24 2.54 4.16 
GEN CTAIESCONCS dvssesssaverscerees 3. 36 2.42 2. 38 2. 70 
FRESTAUTANUS ee ro- wsasorecesevasenere 1.83 2-02 2-77 5.75 
GL peo ravcsascrcdeecterctevens ve: sechave 1.86 1.41 2.94 3.19 
DTU Sin, cresstersratencestaverstectessers 3-13 2. 68 1.90 2- 64 
PEWC LCL Yiceverce-besbecerstassnevess 2.06 2.01 = 30 1. 45 
PRODACCOM Asc satesesessseserocess seo: 2- 68 ik UY 2. 82 4.51 
Incorporated: 

Men? SV GlOtnin ect vecs.c,cpac-s-ssvs De — 1.85 _ 1.81 
Women’s “clothing",.:..-:..c..»- Qe = 1.45 _ 2-70 
Hamily Clothin eta. css-.ces..c-- a: — Lr59 — 1.85 
HOGS: .ccssssassseeanssssccassssitdeness 2. _ 2-01 — 1.89 
TIAL WAT Carcncsaicscvetesesesstscco=e> Be Demi PAS Oe 1. 39 1.96 
BUG ierecsteperensecsssccccstrsesonss howe Ji 59 1.03 2. 89 3-58 
Lap gt ea eet. ee ee eee 3. - 2.99 - 2.31 
POWELL CLV ites carescenccoseusss says sre De — 1. 41 - 1.39 


